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Soil Taxonomy.  It is the backbone of our associaƟon and many other organizaƟons like 

it, and as soil classifiers, it is heavily imprinted in the fabric of our collecƟve professional 

DNA.  Without the development of a system to classify soils based upon their genesis 

and morphology, the creaƟon of our associaƟon and much of the work our membership 

has conducted over the years may have never occurred.  Soil Taxonomy is the culmina-

Ɵon of theories produced by visionaries coupled with decades of exhausƟve research 

and rigorous tesƟng.  Briefly stated, it is science.  With that being said, as scienƟsts, we 

all understand that taxonomic systems are constructed to be dynamic and have the abil-

ity to be modified when new evidence arises and data is collected.  For instance, the 

earliest ediƟon of Soil Taxonomy had only ten soil orders, and it wasn’t unƟl the 1990s 

when the Andisols and Gelisols orders were added to bring the total number of recog-

nized orders to the current number of twelve.   

Now, as most of you are aware, there are two new proposed soil orders that are cur-

rently going through the regional tesƟng and evaluaƟon process.  The first of these two 

newly proposed orders, Artesols, deals with human-altered and human-transported 

soils.  The second, Aquasols, is set to include subaqueous and, more controversially, ter-

restrial aquic soils as the proposal is currently wriƩen.  The formaƟon of the Aquasols 

order was brought to the aƩenƟon of ISCA’s ExecuƟve Council and later, the enƟre 

membership, towards the beginning of this year.  AŌer a thorough review of the pro-

posal, the overall consensus of the ExecuƟve Council and other ISCA members was that 

creaƟng an order for subaqueous soils could be jusƟfiable, but applying the new order 

to terrestrial soils would degrade the uƟlity and cohesion of Soil Taxonomy.  It appeared 

that insufficient research and tesƟng had been conducted on at least the soils in the 

Mollisols and Alfisols orders.  AddiƟonally, unlike proposals for other new soil orders, 

input had not been widely solicited from areas expected to incur significant impacts 

from the adopƟon of this proposal.   

Rather than sit idly by, the ExecuƟve Council decided to make our collecƟve grievances 

known to the authors of the Aquasols order proposal by draŌing a response leƩer.  ISCA 

members Donald Fehrenbacher, Mark Bramstedt, Alicia Metzger, Samuel Indorante, 

Robert Tegeler, and Bradley Cate collaborated on the creaƟon of the leƩer, and at the 

start of May, I sent the leƩer out to the USDA/NRCS NaƟonal Leader for Soil Taxonomy, 

Joey Shaw.  Dr. Shaw responded rather promptly and wished to share our concerns as 

part of the tesƟng feedback.  He also ensured me that we would receive a copy of the 

revised proposal once the regional tesƟng and evaluaƟon process was completed.   

(conƟnued on next page) 
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Message from the President ConƟnued 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

The Aquasols order proposal can be found online on the NRCS website, and the thoughƞully craŌed re-

sponse leƩer to the order proposal can be found in this ediƟon of ISCA’s NewsleƩer.  The ExecuƟve Council 

strongly urges that you share the response leƩer with any peers and colleagues that may be interested or 

are not yet aware of this new order proposal.  Furthermore, if anyone has any further comments or criƟ-

cisms related to the Aquasols order that were not brought up in the response leƩer, we encourage you to 

write something up and send it along to Dr. Shaw.  I would be more than happy to supply you with a mail-

ing address or email address for Dr. Shaw if you wish to do so. 

There is one last thing that I would like to bring up before you conƟnue along reading this ediƟon of ISCA’s 

NewsleƩer.  The first ediƟon of Soil Taxonomy was published in 1975, but there is one other huge event 

that occurred in 1975.  For those of you old enough to remember, no I am not talking about the end of the 

Vietnam War, the debut of “Wheel of Fortune”, or even the release of the song “Rhinestone Cowboy”.  I 

would in fact be referring to the establishment of our very own Illinois Soil Classifiers AssociaƟon, which will 

be celebraƟng its 50 year anniversary at the turn of the year.  So for this coming year’s Annual MeeƟng I 

would like to do something a liƩle more special.  For one, we will be honoring the many charter members 

that helped pour the foundaƟon of our great AssociaƟon, so if you have any photos or “memorabilia” from 

the early days of the AssociaƟon I would be grateful if you were to share them with me or the NewsleƩer 

CommiƩee.  Furthermore, I have already received a few ideas for the overall logisƟcs and venue of the An-

nual MeeƟng, but if anyone has any more input please feel free to get in contact with me.  Let’s make our 

50th Annual MeeƟng one to remember! 

It has been an honor serving ISCA these first couple of months, and I look forward to conƟnuing to serve for 

the remainder of my term! I hope everyone has a safe and great end to their summer, and hopefully I will 

get the chance to see many of you at our Fall MeeƟng in Southern Illinois at the start of October! 

Brandon Mueller 
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2024 ISCA Annual MeeƟng Recap 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

Thirty-eight (38) people were in aƩendance 

for the Illinois Soil Classifiers AssociaƟon’s 

49th Annual MeeƟng that took place on 

March 6, 2024 at the I Hotel & Conference 

Center in Champaign.  The last council 

meeƟng before the “changing-of-the-guard” 

occurred before lunch.  The lunch for this 

year’s meeƟng was catered by the I Hotel & 

Conference Center.  AŌer lunch was finished, 

Liz Miernicki gave a brief descripƟon of The 

Burton W. Ray Scholarship Award and an-

nounced the 2023 winner, University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign student, Joshua D’Avola.  Following the conclusion of the Burton W. Ray Scholarship 

Award, Bob Oja briefly described the inaugural ISCA Student Scholarship Award that had recently been de-

veloped by the Public RelaƟons and EducaƟon CommiƩee.  To make a long story short, University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign student, Thomas Alwardt, was declared the recipient of this new scholarship award.   

This year’s guest speaker was Luke 

Jones, a farmer in west central Illinois 

who also works as a consultant with 

Understanding Ag.  Understanding Ag 

is a regeneraƟve agricultural con-

sulƟng company that is comprised of 

farmers and ranchers who help edu-

cate and mentor their clients on the 

principles and pracƟces of regenera-

Ɵve agriculture.  Luke spoke about his 

own background as a farmer and how 

he came to embrace the regeneraƟve 

agriculture model.  He also presented 

on the overall importance and signifi-

cance of implemenƟng regeneraƟve agriculture pracƟces from both environmental and economical stand-

points, and highlighted some of the success stories he had been a part of.   

The annual business meeƟng followed Luke’s presentaƟon in which the chairpersons of each ISCA com-

miƩee provided their annual report.  A few of the key points from the business meeƟng reports were that 

the total number of ISCA members had increased by five, and the total number of ISCA cerƟfied members 

had decreased by two over the course of the year.  We welcomed nine new members into the associaƟon, 

but no members had become newly cerƟfied.  Lastly, the associaƟon’s financial status experienced close to 

a $6,000 increase, mainly due to the success of the 2023 Hydric Soils Workshop and the soil texture kit pro-

gram.    
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2024 ISCA Annual MeeƟng Recap 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

 

 

Following the business meeƟng reports, State ConservaƟonist, Tammy Willis, spoke about her urban agriculture 

iniƟaƟve, and State Soil ScienƟst, Ron Collman, gave us an update on the projects that NRCS had been working 

on and was involved with.   

Sam Indorante and Brad Cate provided some background informaƟon and a status report on the recently pro-

posed Aquasols order, and following their introducƟon, a thoughƞul and lively discussion ensued over the po-

tenƟal impact that this order proposal might have.   

Mary Beth Falsey reviewed the 2024 budget that she and the Finance CommiƩee put together, and the budget 

was voted on and approved.  Bob McLeese was the MC for the Bent Auger Award again this year, filling in for 

Andrew Margenot who was selected as last year’s Bent Auger Award recipient. The Bent Auger Award was 

awarded to Caden LaFond, a new member to ISCA. CongratulaƟons Caden! Liz Miernicki, Bob Oja, and William R. 

Kreznor & Associates provided door prizes this year, and there were so many door prizes to be won that nearly 

everyone in aƩendance leŌ the meeƟng as a winner.   

AŌer the door prizes were awarded, Liz Miernicki announced this year’s elecƟons results.  Alicia Metzger was 

nominated for the posiƟon of President-Elect and 

Ashtyn Stufflebeam was nominated as the new 

Vice President.  CongratulaƟons to both Alicia and 

Ashtyn!  Finally, Bob Oja shared some final words 

before passing the gavel onto Brandon Mueller, 

the 2024-2025 ISCA President. AŌer a few brief 

comments from Brandon about the upcoming 

year,  the meeƟng came to an end aŌer a loud 

bang of the gavel! Thank you to all who could 

aƩend and to all who helped make this year’s 

meeƟng possible! 
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Updates from the ISCA CerƟficaƟon Board 

SubmiƩed by Bill Kreznor 

Notes from the ISCA CerƟficaƟon Board by Bill Kreznor, CPSC, Secretary‐Treasurer 

The 2024-2025 ISCA CerƟficaƟon Board includes ScoƩ Wiesbrook (Chair), Josh Litwiller 

(Vice-chair), Bill Kreznor (Secretary-Treasurer), and members Jerry Berning, Josh Elmer, 

and Galen Litwiller.  The terms of Wiesbrook and Kreznor will expire in 2025; Berning and 

Elmer in 2026, and G. Litwiller and J. Litwiller in 2027. 

The Board is pleased to announce that Jacob Rumbold successfully completed the re-

quirements for cerƟficaƟon on 30 April and is now a CerƟfied Professional Soil Classifier.  

CongratulaƟons to Jacob!  There are currently two other applicaƟons in the works. 

The Board has processed a number of PDH submissions since late last year.  At the end of 

December of this year, only one of the current 39 CPSCs will need to submit their PDHS 

for rhe 5-year renewal.  However, at the end of December 2025, 15 of the current 39 

CPSCs will need to submit their PDHs for renewal.  On behalf of the current Board, I ask 

that those CPSCs on the December 2025 cycle consider submiƫng your PDHs early: later 

this year or early in 2025 rather than waiƟng unƟl December of next year.  This will allow 

the Board ample Ɵme to review your PDHs, idenƟfy any shortcomings in Ɵme for you to 

address them, and allow you to conƟnue pracƟcing as a CPSC.  
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Call for Nominees—2025 ISCA ElecƟon 

SubmiƩed by Bob Oja 

Calling all ISCA Members! Get in on all the elecƟon acƟvity by considering running for 

one of three offices ISCA will have open this upcoming elecƟon,:  President Elect, Vice-

President, and Secretary.  In order to run for a posiƟon, you must be a Full or Honorary 

Member of ISCA in good standing. AddiƟonal responsibiliƟes for each posiƟon are pro-

vided below. 

 DuƟes of the President Elect include serving on the Ethics, CerƟficaƟon, and Member-

ship CommiƩee.  The President Elect will also appoint chairpersons for most of the 

standing commiƩees as he/she transiƟons into becoming president aŌer 1 year.  Pres-

idenƟal duƟes include presiding over Council and AssociaƟon meeƟngs.  He/she will 

also conduct the business of the AssociaƟon under the direcƟon of the Council. 

 DuƟes of the Vice President include being the chairperson of the Finance CommiƩee 

and in the absence or disability of the President, the Vice President would take over. 

Lastly, but certainly without noƟng, ScoƩ Wiesbrook will be stepping down from his  

posiƟon as Secretary aŌer many years.  Thank you, ScoƩ, for all of your years of com‐

mitment and a job well done! 

 Some of the duƟes of the Secretary include keeping a record of membership and col-

lecƟng yearly dues.  The Secretary is also charged with keeping the minutes of Council 

and AssociaƟon MeeƟngs.  The term is three years. 

All three posiƟons include membership on the ExecuƟve Council and will begin following 

the 2025 Annual MeeƟng elecƟon results announcement.  

I hope all of you will consider running for one of these three posiƟons.  It is sƟll early, and 

we will not need names unƟl later this year but it is never too early to send in your 

name!  
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Summary of the Proposed Change to Soil Taxonomy 

SubmiƩed by Alicia Metzger and Brandon Mueller 

You may or may not be aware of a current proposed Change to Soil Taxonomy under re-

view to include a new soil order, Aquasols. The creaƟon of this new soil order would have 

profound effects on the classificaƟon systems that have been in place and implemented 

for many decades and the soil orders found throughout Illinois. While the theoreƟcal ar-

gument can be made for marine soils located along the coastlines of the United States, to 

then include all terrestrial soils as well is a stretch to say the least. ISCA members, includ-

ing Past President Bob Oja, current President, Brandon Mueller,  and President-Elect Ali-

cia Metzger, Mark Bramstedt, Don Fehrenbacher, Brad Cate, and others, formed an Aq-

uasols CommiƩee to provide their insight and experƟse in order to draŌ a response 

leƩer to the proposal contact at NRCS USDA, Dr. Joey Shaw. Much to the surprise of the 

Aquasols CommiƩee members, Mr. Shaw provided a thoughƞul and well received re-

sponse requesƟng the inclusion of ISCA’s leƩer in a response to the proposal’s authors.   

 

A copy of the draŌ leƩer sent to Mr. Shaw are included on the next page and a summary 

of the proposed changes from the addiƟon of the Aquasols order to Soil Taxonomy are 

below. 

Changes to Soil Taxonomy through the addiƟon of Aquasols: 

 Will place hydrology indicators  over all other soil forming factors  

 Any soil with hydrology indicators within the upper 12” of the soil profile are con-

sidered Aquasols 

 Emphasize the creaƟon of a wet soil order as a “foundaƟon and structure of a 

range of unique and valued ecosystems. CreaƟng a wet soil order explicitly recog-

nizes the values and funcƟons of these soils which serve as the core of all soil in-

terpretaƟons.” 

 A loss of informaƟon in soil taxonomy by reducing it down to whether a soil is 

“wet or not” over other taxonomic funcƟons  

 No informaƟon on the effect the change will have on regulatory programs, in-

cluding wetlands, as the proposal specifically states the Waters of the U.S. rule as 

a driving factor  
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Summary of the Proposed Change to Soil Taxonomy 

SubmiƩed by Alicia Metzger and Brandon Mueller 
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SubmiƩed by Alicia Metzger and Brandon Mueller 
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Summary of the Proposed Change to Soil Taxonomy 

SubmiƩed by Alicia Metzger and Brandon Mueller 
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2024 NaƟonal Collegiate Soil Judging CompeƟƟon 

SubmiƩed by Liz Miernicki 

The 2024 NaƟonal Collegiate Soil Judging Contest took place in Ames, Iowa this past April. Iowa State 

University hosted the six-day compeƟƟon in Story and Marshall counƟes. The University of Illinois was 

one of 25 schools that competed. Below is a list of compeƟtors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first four days were dedicated to pracƟce, followed by the compeƟƟon, where students competed 

both individually and as a team. Students mostly described Mollisols and Alfisols, but a couple of In-

cepƟsols made it into the mix. 

Overall, the University of Illinois placed 13th in the compeƟƟon, with Virigina Tech University winning. 

The University of Illinois Soil Judging Team placed first in the team judging category with a total score of 

572! The team was led by head coach Liz 

Miernicki and assistant coach ScoƩ 

Wiesbrook. 

Thank you to ISCA and Kreznor & Associ-

ates for the financial support! We appreci-

ate it more than you know. We’re looking 

forward to the Region 3 Collegiate Soil 

Judging Contest this Fall in Carbondale, 

Illinois.  

 

Arkansas Maryland University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Auburn Mizzou University of Wisconsin – Plateville 

Cal Poly NC State University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 

Clemson New Mexico University of Tennessee – Knoxville 

Colorado State Penn State Utah 

Del Valley Purdue Virginia Tech 

Fresno Texas A&M West Texas A&M 

Idaho University of Delaware   

Illinois University of Minnesota   
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2024 NaƟonal Collegiate Soil Judging CompeƟƟon Results 

SubmiƩed by Liz Miernicki 

Team Judging Scores:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Judging Score Rank 

Illinois 572 1st 

 University of Nebraska - Lincoln 547 2nd 

Maryland 543 3rd 

Idaho 532 4th 

UT Knoxville 532 7th 

Penn State 532 6th 

Arkansas 532 5th 

UW Platteville 531 8th 

Utah 530 9th 

Purdue 528 10th 
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2024 NaƟonal Collegiate Soil Judging CompeƟƟon Results 

SubmiƩed by Liz Miernicki 

Overall rankings of the 25 schools:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Overall score 

Virginia tech 3044 

University of Nebraska - Lincoln 3011 

UW Platteville 2986 

Purdue 2971 

NC State 2970 

Idaho 2951 

Cal Poly 2932 

U-Delaware 2918 

Maryland 2911 

Arkansas 2906 

UW Stevens point 2906 

UT Knoxville 2869 

Mizzou 2868 

Illinois 2863 

Clemson 2849 

University of Minnesota 2848 

Penn State 2816 

Auburn 2805 

Del Valley 2797 

West TX A&M 2776 

New Mexico 2762 

Colorado State 2748 

TX A&M 2727 

Utah 2687 

Fresno 2628 
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2024 Fall MeeƟng Announcement 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

The 2024 Fall MeeƟng will take place on Wednesday, October 2nd, 2024 at Giant City State Park Lodge 

in Makanda, Illinois. Please join us for presentaƟons by geologist Joe Devera with the Illinois State Geo-

logic Survey, Shawnee NaƟonal Forest archaeologist Heather Carey with the U.S. Forest Service, and 

Public Service Administrator KrisƟ Dodson with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Office of 

Mines & Minerals – Land ReclamaƟon Division.  

The speakers will talk about the geologic history of Southern Illinois and ongoing research Ɵed to its 

unique geology, the history behind the Shawnee NaƟonal Forest and current projects going on within 

the forest, and the history of coal mining and the evoluƟon of the land reclamaƟon process in Southern 

Illinois.  

The aŌernoon will be spent viewing and discussing several soil pits at Southern Illinois University’s sce-

nic Touch of Nature Outdoor EducaƟon Center.  

2024 ISCA  Fall MeeƟng 

Wednesday October 2, 2024 

10 am—4 pm 

Giant City State Park Lodge 

406 Giant City Lodge Road 

Makanda, Illinois 

Cost: $25 per person / $15 Student Members 

Lunch will be provided 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT hƩps://www.illinoissoils.org/announcements/ 

https://www.illinoissoils.org/announcements/
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2024 Fall MeeƟng Agenda 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

      

 
9:30—10:00 am  RegistraƟon 

10:00 am—12:30 pm  Guest Speakers 

 JOSEPH A. DEVERA 
PRINCIPAL RESEARCH SCIENTIST IN PALE-
ONTOLOGY AND FIELD GEOLOGIST 
ILLINOIS STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

 HEATHER CAREY 
ARCHAEOLOGIST 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE  
SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST 

 KRISTI DODSON 
PUBLIC SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR, ILLI-
NOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RE-
SOURCES 
OFFICE OF MINES AND MINERALS 
LAND RECLAMATION DIVISION  

12:30pm InvocaƟon/Lunch 

1:30pm Travel to Soil Pits at Touch of Nature Out-
door EducaƟon Center 
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2024 Fall MeeƟng Speakers 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

Joseph A. Devera 

Joseph A. Devera received a BS in Geology from Northern Illinois University in Dekalb, IL in 1980. He 

then received his MS in Geology from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale in 1986. Joseph worked 

with ExploraƟon Services as a Well Site Geologist in the Illinois Basin prior to starƟng as a Field Geolo-

gist with the Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS) in 1985. Since then, he has served as ISGS Senior 

Paleontologist and Field Geologist from 2008-2016 and was promoted in 2016 to his current posiƟon as 

the Principal Research ScienƟst in Paleontology and Field Geology. Joseph started as an Adjunct Profes-

sor at SIU in 2004 where he teaches a variety of classes – mineralogy, paleontology, physical geology, 

carbonate petrography, and introducƟon to field geology. Mr. Devera has authored or co-authored 

over fiŌy 7.5’ geologic quadrangles in Illinois including Southern Illinois, St. Louis Metro East area, cen-

tral Illinois, and currently the Quad CiƟes area. He has also worked in West Texas, New Mexico, and 

Morocco. His main interests consist of geologic mapping, invertebrate paleontology, Paleozoic deposi-

Ɵonal systems, ichnology, and straƟgraphy.  

Heather Carey 

Heather Carey has been a professional archaeologist working for the U.S. Forest Service – Shawnee Na-

Ɵonal Forest for the past twenty-one years. She received a BS in Historic PreservaƟon and a MA in An-

thropology and currently serves as the Forest’s Heritage Program Manager and Tribal Liaison. Heather’s 

archaeological career has been focused on cultural resource management, which has provided her 

broad experience and knowledge in a variety of areas. She has worked at both pre-contact and historic 

period sites, is familiar with cultural resource laws and compliance, manages numerous archaeological 

collecƟons, and communicates archaeological informaƟon to others through interpretaƟon and out-

reach. Heather is also responsible for maintaining posiƟve relaƟonships and dialogue with eleven feder-

ally recognized tribal partners. In addiƟon, she serves as President of the Illinois Chapter of the Trail of 

Tears AssociaƟon. 

KrisƟ Dodson 

KrisƟ serves as the Public Service Administrator with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR) Office of Mines & Minerals – Land ReclamaƟon Division (LRD). She has been employed with the 

LRD for the past 10 years staƟoned in the Northern District Office in Springfield, Illinois. She started her 

career with LRD as a Land ReclamaƟon Specialist (inspector) and then moved to a Wildlife Technical 

Specialist role in 2016. KrisƟ has served as the Bond Unit Manager, the GIS Unit Manager, and the Soil 

Units Manager for the past 6 years. Her educaƟon background consists of a Master of Science in Biology 

from Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas and a Master of Arts in Environmental Planning and 

Management from the University of Illinois at Springfield. Prior to moving to Illinois and joining the LRD, 

KrisƟ worked as an Assistant Professor of Biology (and an occasion Instructor in the Physical EducaƟon 

Department) at South Plains College in Levelland, Texas. KrisƟ and her husband enjoy boaƟng, biking, 

hiking, gardening, cooking, and playing with their cats.  
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2024 Fall MeeƟng Lodging and RecreaƟonal AcƟviƟes 

SubmiƩed by Brandon Mueller 

There are plenty of opƟons for lodging in the form of hotels throughout the Carbondale area. Most of 

these hotels are located along Route 13, but it should be noted that it is sƟll about a 30 minute drive 

south from Carbondale to arrive at Giant City State Park Lodge. For those of you looking for a shorter 

morning commute to the lodge, it is suggested that you look into either cabins, rooms, or campsites at 

Giant City State Park or Touch of Nature Outdoor EducaƟon Center.   

Giant City State Park Lodge has three types/styles of cabins that they offer to their guests. The modest 

“historic cabins” are offered at a rate of $90/night, the “prairie cabins” are a liƩle more spacious and 

are offered at a rate of $110/night, and the larger and more scenic “bluff cabins” are offered at a rate of 

$150/night. To see for yourselves or to book one of these cabins follow this link: hƩps://

giantcitylodge.com/cabins/ or you may also contact the lodge in order to book a cabin by calling  

618-457-4921.  

Touch of Nature Outdoor EducaƟon Center has several cabins as well as several lodges with plenty of 

available rooms to stay at for your trip down to Southern Illinois. Follow this link: hƩps://ton.siu.edu/

hospitality-services/lodging.php to view their available lodging opƟons, and you can also get in contact 

with a member of their staff by calling 618-453-1121 or by emailing them at ton@siu.edu.  

With this year’s Fall MeeƟng taking place during the middle of the week, some of you may feel inclined 

to spend the rest of the week and the following weekend in beauƟful Southern Illinois during the iniƟa-

Ɵon of fall colors. In terms of outdoor acƟviƟes and recreaƟon, there is almost an endless supply of 

things to do in and around the Carbondale area. Giant City State Park, Crab Orchard NaƟonal Wildlife 

Refuge, the River to River Trail, the Shawnee NaƟonal Forest, Marberry Arboretum, and Lake Murphys-

boro State Park are just a few of the desƟnaƟons that offer a numerous amount of hiking and biking 

trails and access to water related acƟviƟes. Furthermore, there are plenty of wineries, disƟlleries, brew-

eries, BBQ restaurants, apple orchards, and golf courses to visit throughout the area in case you need 

any more of an incenƟve to stay in Southern Illinois longer than one day. 

https://giantcitylodge.com/cabins/
https://ton.siu.edu/hospitality-services/lodging.php
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Updates from the NewsleƩer CommiƩee 

SubmiƩed by Alicia Metzger 

You may have noƟced the NewsleƩer got a liƩle update. Let us know if you like the new 

color scheme that closely matches the Illinois Soil Classifiers AssociaƟon website. As al-

ways, this is YOUR newsleƩer and your feedback is greatly appreciated! 

Lastly, I will be taking over as President of ISCA in  March of 2025 and will be looking for 

someone to take over as Chairman of the NewsleƩer CommiƩee. Please consider sub-

miƫng your name to the NewsleƩer CommiƩee and Bob Oja.  

Thank you! 

Alicia Metzger 



The Illinois Soil Classifiers AssociaƟon is an organizaƟon promoƟng the wise use of 
the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in public service, 
private industry, and educaƟon and includes students and others interested in 
preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets soils according to a 
naƟonal system of soil classificaƟon. ISCA was established in 1975 and is affiliated 
with the American Registry of CerƟfied Professionals in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 

 

 

www.illinoissoils.org 

Submissions 
This is YOUR newsleƩer.  
If you wish to submit 
material, here are some 
preferences. 

 Send informaƟon by 
the last week of the 
month before the 
newsleƩer is 
scheduled to be 
published. 

 Digital copy in 
MicrosoŌ Word 

 Use as liƩle 
formaƫng (indents, 
bullets, charts) as 
possible.  This 
increases the work to 
get it into Publisher.  
It can be done, but 
increases work load 
for the commiƩee. 

 
The NewsleƩer 
CommiƩee reserves the 
right to make edits/
correcƟons deemed 
appropriate 

PublicaƟon Schedule  

 Winter (February) 

 Spring (May) 

 Summer (August) 

 Fall (November) www.illinoissoils.org 
New, exciƟng links have been added to the “Announcements” page on 
our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  It is an excellent resource to 
keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 
BeƩer yet… make it your home page! 
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ISCA on Facebook and TwiƩer 

For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interested 
in soils in Illinois, join our group on Facebook or TwiƩer.  Search Facebook for “Illinois 
Soil Classifiers AssociaƟon” or TwiƩer for @ISCA_Soil.  Anyone may post messages, an-
nouncements, pictures or events that may be of interest to our membership.  These 
are great plaƞorms for posƟng informaƟon and meeƟngs of other associaƟons or or-
ganizaƟons who use soil informaƟon.  This is also a great place to post pictures of re-
cent projects, interesƟng soils, or maybe something unrelated to soils, but of general 
interest to the membership.  If you don’t have Facebook or TwiƩer, it is easy to set up.  
Just go to www.facebook.com or www.twiƩer.com and follow the instrucƟons.  Unfor-
tunately, these sites are restricted on some government computers, so many of you 
will need to do this at home.  Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any diffi-
culty or if you have any quesƟons or comments. 

ISCA NewsleƩer CommiƩee is looking for pictures 
of its members, past or present, to include in future 
newsleƩers!   
Submissions can be sent electronically or hard copy to 
the staff address, see above and leŌ.  Please include a 
narraƟve for the capƟon!  If hard copies are sent please 
indicate, if they are to be returned otherwise photo-
graphs will be retained in an archive photos file. 

ISCA NewsleƩer Staff 
 

Alicia Metzger, 
Chairperson 

 

 
Email:  
NewsleƩer@illinoissoils.org 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Visit the ISCA website for access to all newsleƩers 

https://www.illinoissoils.org/member-resources/newsletter/ 

 

 

Change of Address Form   

 

  Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

  City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  E‐Mail:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  *Mail to:  ScoƩ Wiesbrook, ISCA Secretary, 1816 S. Oak St., IL 61820  

 

ISCA NewsleƩer 
46W951 Country Lane 
Maple Park, IL 60151 

https://www.illinoissoils.org/member-resources/newsletter/

