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It has been my privilege to serve as president this past year.  Having served in 
this position has revealed just how many people take on various duties and 
commitments to make ISCA a functioning organization.  I would like to thank all 
those who have involved themselves with ISCA in both official and “unofficial” 
capacities; your hard work and dedication is greatly appreciated. 
 
This past year was a good year for growth in ISCA.  We had 3 applicants for 
student membership, 2 applications for full membership, and a couple of inquir-
ies in our mentoring program.  There were 8 applications for certification.  
Let’s keep up the good work in making ourselves visible to the public. 
 
Being involved in ISCA has been rewarding, and is a great way to interact and 
collaborate with other soil scientists around the state.   As I step down and 
pass the gavel to Doug Gaines, I know that ISCA will be in good hands.  Please 
help me welcome Doug at the annual meeting next month in Champaign.  Jesse 
Kurylo and the public relations committee always put together a fine program.  
In closing I would encourage everyone to be involved in ISCA. 
 

Frank Heisner 
President ISCA 
815-499-4681 
President@illinoissoils.org 

mailto:President@illinoissoils.org�
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Charter Member Interviews 
Charter Member Charles J. Frazee 
 
1.  What is your educational background? 
M. S. – University of Illinois – Thesis – Hydraulic conductivity and moisture regimes in solonetzic and 
              associated soils in south central Illinois 
Ph.D – University of Illinois – Thesis – Distribution of loess from a source 
 
2.  What states have you worked in during your career? 
 Illinois – I mapped in six counties  
 
South Dakota – Participated in a NASA grant using imagery for soil survey. I had access to imagery from the 
  first ERT’S satellite. Soil association maps were produced for use in tax appraisal in Western 
  South Dakota and irrigation suitability. 
 
3.  What factor(s) led you to choose a career in Soil Science? 
 At graduation time from WIU, a letter from Dr. R. T. Odell was posted about an assistantship.  Dr. 
McVicker at WIU was a contemporary of the UI soil survey staff.  I had no idea what I was getting into, but 
once there I realized this was a good idea. 
 
4. As a charter member of ISCA, what significant change(s) have you observed within Soil Sci-

ence over the past 30+ years?  
Use of imagery other than aerial photographs in producing soil maps. 
Digital soil surveys. 
Use of computers to create databases for soils information. 
Use of soils information for determining suitability for septic systems and tax appraisal. 
 
5. What significant change(s) have you observed within the ISCA over that same period? 
Certification program.  
Excellent meetings and field trips. 
Recognition of soil classifiers in state septic code. 

My name is Alicia Metzger. I am currently a soil scientist in the Wetlands Division 
with V3 Companies in Woodridge, Illinois. I graduated from Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb, Illinois in December 2010 with my Master’s degree in Ge-
ography. My Master’s research was conducted in Lake Superior Provincial Park, 
Ontario, Canada, where Dr. Mike Konen and I described the soils in the decidu-
ous and boreal forests within the park. While in school, I participated in three 
regional soil judging competitions and one national soil judging competition. I was 
also a coach on the NIU Soil Judging Team for 2 years. In my free time, I enjoy 
spending time with my husband and two dogs, gardening, cooking, and reading.  

Welcome New Member - Alicia Metzger 
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Dig It! The Secrets of Soil 
at Bell Museum of Natural History 

The Soil Science Society of America’s exciting exhibit, Dig It! The Secrets of the Soil is now on display at the 
Bell Museum of Natural History on the campus of the University of Minnesota.  The exhibit, which opened in 
November, will remain at the museum until July, 2013.   
 
The website of Bell Museum is http://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/ForAdults/Exhibits/DigIt/index.htm. 
 
-submitted by Bog Tegeler. 

http://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/ForAdults/Exhibits/DigIt/index.htm�
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38th Annual Meeting Illinois Soil Classifiers Association 
Saturday, March 9th, 2013 

Champaign, IL 
 

Where:  Forbes Natural History Building, Champaign, IL 
Registration:  11:00  

Opening Remarks:  11:50 
Lunch:  12:00 

Guest Speaker:  12:45 
Business Meeting:  1:45 

Ethics Talk/Discussion: 3:00 
 
The 38th annual meeting of the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association will be held Saturday, March 9th, 
2013 at the Forbes Natural History Building, University of Illinois, same place as the last two years.  
The Forbes Natural History Building is located at 1816 South Oak St., Champaign, IL.  This is within 
the Research Park southwest of the Assembly Hall.  Parking is free. 
  
Please use the registration form below to make a reservation before March 5th, 2013.  The cost of the 
meal and registration is $25.00.  Please, make checks payable to ISCA or pay online.  Same day regis-
trants cannot be guaranteed lunch. 

This year’s guest speaker will be Dom Durbin of 
Durbin Geothermal in Beecher City, Illinois.  He is 
going to talk to us about thermal conductivity of 
soils and how that affects geothermal systems.  

Photos from the geothermal install at Jesse Kurylo’s house in Urbana, IL. 
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The ethics talk/discussion will be facilitated by Dr. Eric Freyfogle from the University of Illinois Law 
School.  Read more about him at http://www.law.illinois.edu/faculty/profile/ericfreyfogle. 
I encourage all the membership to attend the talk and participate in the discussion not just those 
members needing the ethics CEU for their certifications.  Dr. Freyfogle has provided readings to help 
make the discussion more interesting, though they are not mandatory.  I would strongly suggest read-
ing one or two of the articles.  The readings are posted on our website under announcements.   
 
As an added bonus, if you were on the fence about attending the annual meeting this year, Naturally 
Illinois, Engineering Expo, and Explore ACES will also be going on that Friday and Saturday here on 
campus.  Yes, this was by design.  I would encourage those with families to bring them along to check 
out any or all of these really awesome events.  Awesome as in robot battles at engineering open 
house, putting your hand in a cow’s rumen at Explore ACES, and the kid’s fossil dig at Naturally  
Illinois. 
http://eoh.ec.illinois.edu/     http://www.prairie.illinois.edu/expo/     http://exploraces.org/ 
 
Driving Directions:  Find maps and directions on the Illinois Natural History Website at http://
wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/organization/maps 

 

 

ISCA 2013 Annual Spring Meeting Reservation 
March 9th, 2013 

Illinois Natural History Survey, Champaign, IL 
 
Name________________________________ 
Number Attending_________ ($25/person) 
Total Payment_____________ 
 
Fill out above information and mail with a check (payable to ISCA) to the following address: 
 
 
Chuck Frazee 
65 Gaffney Road 
Divernon, IL  62530 
 
 

You can also pay online using the PayPal link on our website. 
http://www.illinoissoils.org/PayPalPage.htm 

Clip and Send by March 5, 2013 …Clip and Send by March 5, 2013…Clip and Send by March 5, 2013  Clip and Send by March 5, 2013 …Clip and Send by March 5, 2013…Clip and Send by March 5, 2013  

If you can make it, we’d like to hear 
from you by March 5th, 2013.  

Thanks! 

http://www.law.illinois.edu/faculty/profile/ericfreyfogle�
http://www.illinoissoils.org�
http://eoh.ec.illinois.edu/�
http://www.prairie.illinois.edu/expo/�
http://exploraces.org/�
http://wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/organization/maps�
http://wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/organization/maps�
http://wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/organization/maps�
http://wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/organization/maps�
http://www.illinoissoils.org/PayPalPage.htm�
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2013 Bent Auger Award - Call for Nominations 
 
It is once again time to select a new winner of the prestigious Bent Auger Award.  As its 
name suggests, this award is given each year to an individual or group of individuals who dis-
plays “excellence” in the field.  Qualifying events/situations are numerous and unrestricted.  
Stories do not have to be true, but are preferably based on partial truth.  If you know anyone 
who is deserving of this award for 2013, please bring his/her nomination to the annual 
meeting in Champaign on March 9. 
 
Competition can be fierce, so make sure your story is well prepared and fully exaggerated.  
This award has been held by many of the leaders and founders of the ISCA.  It is a great 
honor and looks good on any resume. 

Ballot for 2013 ISCA Elections 
 

 
Voting rights are for Full Members only. 
Please vote for one for each office by placing an X next to the name. 
See the biographies on the next page for more information about the candidates. 
Write-in candidates must have agreed prior to the election to run for that office. 
 
President-Elect 
 
____ Brad Cate 
____ Bruce Putnam 
____ (write-in candidate for President-Elect)_______________________________ 
 
Vice President 
 
____ Scott Wiesbrook 
____ (write-in candidate for Vice President)_________________________________ 
 
Treasurer 
 
____ Charles Frazee 
____ (write-in candidate for Treasurer)_____________________________________ 
 
Submit your ballot: 
You may bring your ballot to the 2013 Annual Meeting or you may vote prior to the Annual Meeting by 
mailing your ballot to Bob Tegeler, ISCA Secretary, 124 Joan Drive, Divernon, IL 62530.  Please seal your 
ballot in a separate envelope and mark it with “Ballot” on the outside of that envelope.  Mailed ballots must 
be received by the Friday before the Annual Meeting in order to be counted. 
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2013 Candidate Biographies 
 

The Nomination Committee presents the following slate of officers for nomination:  
President-Elect – Brad Cate and Bruce Putnam; Vice President – Scott Wiesbrook: Treasurer – Charles Frazee. 
 
Please see their biographies below and use the ballot on the previous page to cast your vote. 
 
President-Elect 
 
Bruce Putman 
Bruce is the owner of a private consulting business that performs on-site evaluations and other related soil 
classification consulting work. His business has been active in Northern Illinois since 1988.  He began his career 
with the NRCS as a soil scientist in 1980 in Western Illinois and worked in both Northern and Central Illinois 
during his employment with the NRCS. Bruce earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Agronomy with a soil science 
emphasis from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He is a Certified Professional Soil Classifier with 
both ARCPACS and ISCA. Bruce is actively involved with ISCA and has served on numerous ISCA committees 
and as President.  He resides in Woodstock, Illinois with his wife Susan. 
 
Brad Cate 
Brad received his BS & MS degrees in Plant and Soil Science from Southern Illinois University in ’78 and ’81. In 
addition to a short stint as a soil conservationist, he has worked on the Brown, Putnam, and Whiteside County 
soil surveys in Illinois as well as a soil survey of the Quatif area of Saudi Arabia for Harza Engineering.  In 1987 
he briefly worked as a soil scientist with the Delaware Dept. of Natural resources overseeing the soil investiga-
tion program for septic systems in Delaware before starting his own environmental consulting business.  Since 
then, he has worked primarily in Delaware until 2006 when he and his wife Kay moved back “home” to Sa-
vanna, Illinois.  Brad continues to practice in Delaware while developing a presence in Northwest IL and the 
adjacent portions of Iowa and Wisconsin. 
 
Vice President 
 
Scott Wiesbrook 
Scott Wiesbrook received a B.S. in Agricultural Science with an emphasis on Soils in 1996 from the University 
of Illinois.  He spent two more years at UI working on a M.S. under Dr. Robert Darmody before accepting a 
position at the Illinois Natural History Survey as a soil/wetland scientist.  Since 1998 Scott has conducted wet-
land delineations, assessed potential sites for wetland mitigation, and monitored created/restored wetlands for 
INHS.  He is currently the Assistant Project Leader for Soils in the Wetland Science Program, which involves 
some database maintenance, supervisory responsibilities, and report reviewing; in addition to actually getting to 
map soils and wetlands.  He has helped Bob Darmody coach the U of I soil judging team since 1996, and has 
also coached Black Hawk College, East Campus to 5 NACTA Soil Judging National Championships (2 year divi-
sion) since 2000.  He joined ISCA in 2008, and has served on the finance committee since the autumn of that 
year. 
 
Treasurer 
 
Charles J. Frazee 
Charter member of ISCA, Treasurer since 1993. MS and Ph.D. University of Illinois. 
Mapped in 6 different counties in IL. Assistant Professor – South Dakota State University-1969-1975. 
Research in remote sensing using soil maps for taxation and teaching soil genesis, classification, and morphol-
ogy. Returned to family farm in 1975.  Professional Soil Classifier Certificate #10. 
Consulting in Sangamon and surrounding counties since 1996.   
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ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interested in soils in Illinois, 
join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil Classifiers Association” and become a 
friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, announcements, pictures or events that may be of interest to 
our membership.  This is a great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use 
soil information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting soils, or maybe 
something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the membership.  If you don’t have a Facebook ac-
count, it is easy to set up.  Just go to www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the 
Facebook site is restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at home.  
Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the ISCA Group or if you have 
any questions or comments. 

  
Trading PostTrading Post  

  
This spot is reserved for members who would like to buy, sell, trade, or announce an item, event, or 
activity in our newsletter. Please limit your classified ad to 25 words or less. Email your ad to the 
newsletter at newsletter@illinoissoils.org 
 
FOR SALE: used Giddings rig, Briggs-Stratton eng,, mounted on trailer made from1950 
Chevy 3/4 T pickup bed. Needs turret seal replaced. Contact Don Johnson, 217-356-7437 
land; 390-4839 cell: dljohns@illinois.edu 
 
Thanks, Don Johnson 
 

Key to this edition’s   “Days Gone By” picture: 
 
SCS summer picnic at Miller Park in Bloomington, IL in the late 1970’s   
 
left to right: Chuck Frazee, Burt Ray, Jim Steinkamp, Ray Herman (I believe the baby is Mike Kiefer’s), 
       Steve Zwicker, Earl Voss, Henry Mount, Mike Kiefer  
 
-Thanks to Wiley Scott for submitting this edition’s “Days Gone By” picture. 

http://www.facebook.com�
mailto:webmaster@illinoissoils.org�
mailto:dljohns@illinois.edu�
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The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in 
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ISCA 

www.illinoissoils.org 

Submissions 
 
This is YOUR newsletter.  
If you wish to submit 
material, here are some 
preferences. 
 Send information by 

the last week of the 
month before the 
newsletter is 
scheduled to be 
published. 

 Digital copy in 
Microsoft Word 

 Use as little 
formatting (indents, 
bullets, charts) as 
possible.  This 
increases the work to 
get it into Publisher.  

Publication Schedule  
 
 Winter (February) 
 Spring (May) 
 Summer (August) 
 Fall (November) 
 

www.illinoissoils.org 
New, exciting links have been added to the “announcements” 
page on our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  Its an ex-
cellent resource to keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 
Better yet… make it your home page! 
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ISCA Newsletter Committee is look-
ing for pictures of it’s members, past 
or present, to include in future news-
letters.  Submissions can be sent electronically 
or hard copy to the staff address, see above and 
left.  Please include a narrative for the caption!  
If hard copies are sent please indicate if they are 
to be returned otherwise photographs will be 
retained in an archive photos file. 

Days Gone By 

Can you identify the soil scientists in this picture from the late 1970’s? 
Key to this edition “Days Gone By” is on page 10.  

http://www.illinoissoils.org�


 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit the ISCA website to see the color version of this newsletter 
 

www.illinoissoils.org/news 
 

 

……..………………Cut………………………………………………………………………Cut……………………………………. 
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 As I ponder this letter, it is just past the first part of May.  The weather 
in this part of the country is very different from 2012.  The change from last 
year has us about a month to 6 weeks later than last year; which was about 3 
weeks ahead of normal for the growing season.  Last year there was corn up 
and the honeybees had started gathering nectar as the trees were flowering al-
ready by early April.  This year I know of just a few fields with corn up and the 
trees are almost all leaved out in May.  Next spring, what will it bring?  For 
now, we will contend with what we have to work with.  This brings me to our 
ever-changing surroundings.  Our weather may change quickly and dramatically, 
but our soils don’t go through the quick and dramatic yearly “change” as the 
weather; at least by our time standards.  This gives us more time to study the 
soils and the cause and effect of the weathering process.  As an organization, 
Illinois Soil Calssifiers Association also faces some changes (if you will) each 
year.  We gain and lose members, we change leadership, and we have different 
opportunities for learning about and promoting soils.  At this point in time we 
have the Farm Progress Show coming up in September (a good teaching tool).  
Roger Windhorn is our go-to guy for this.  This October (15-17) we will be 
hosting the Central States Forest Soils Workshop in the Galena region.  This 
will be a good opportunity to teach and learn both from other soil scientists as 
well as foresters.  Frank Heisner and Brad Cate are the point men for this.  
Our Fall Meeting is planned during the workshop, so put it on your calendars.  
We have a group that is in the process of planning a statewide “travelling soils 
workshop” to look at and learn from the state’s soils and geologic processes 
across the entire state.  This “tour” will hopefully be ready in 2014.  Also, 
(don’t hold your breath) the new sewage code is expected to be passed and 
implemented this year.  This would be a huge opportunity to those in the con-
sulting arena in the state.  All of these opportunities can and will be used to 
promote the knowledge and use of soils as well as learn from; which are the 
main reasons our organization was developed in the first place.  Have a good 
spring and we’ll see what new changes are around the corner. 
 
 
Doug Gaines 
ISCA President 
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38th Annual Meeting Illinois Soil Classifiers Association 

 

A new president was installed, new chairs for committees were accepted, and new committees were 
formed.  March 9th, 2013 was dreary outside but inside the Forbes Building on the University of Illinois 
Campus there was good food, good conversations, and two won-
derful speakers.  The 38th Annual Spring Meeting was another great 
get-together for the 27 who attended, too bad so many of you 
missed out on this one. 

This year’s first guest speaker was Dom Durbin of Durbin Geother-
mal in Beecher City, Illinois.  He talked about thermal conductivity 
of soils, how that affects geothermal systems, and system selection 
for a site.   This informative talk resulted in a lively Q and A. 

Our second speaker was Dr. Eric Freyfogle from the University of 
Illinois Law School.  He spoke and led a discussion about land ethic.  
This second talk was well attended and seemed very well received 
given it was later in the afternoon.  It also appeared that many of 
the attendees had read the additional readings to participate more 
fully in the following discussion.  The idea of having an ethics speak-
er was facilitated by the members who needed to fulfill CEUs for 
both state and national certifications.  The PR&E committee was 
glad our first venture into helping the membership in this way was a success. 

The only trouble for the whole of the meeting this year was the lack of submissions for the Bent Auger 
Award.  What is the Bent Auger Award you ask?  Well, it does not require an actual bent auger, but if that 
happened that would be fine also.  The award is given for the best or funniest field mishap of the year.  No 
need to offer yourself up, but please feel free to offer up good field stories of your colleagues for the de-
light of others.  Submissions can be anonymous. 

If anyone has an idea for a speaker or a topic for the spring meetings please pass that along to the PR&E 
committee.  We are always grateful for suggestions.  Also, fall tour/meeting ideas and locations are also 
very welcome.  The 2013 Fall Tour will coincide with the Forest Soils Conference in Northwest Illinois. 

 

Submitted by Jessica Kurylo and Roger Windhorn 
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2013 Central States Forest Soils Workshop 
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Onsite Low Pressure Pipe Installation 
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Passing of ISCA Member Don Johnson 

CHAMPAIGN – Donald Lee Johnson passed on Friday (May 10, 2013). He was born 
March 8, 1934, in Long Beach, Calif., the son of Lila and Kenneth Johnson. 
Diana Johnson was his life's partner for 53 years and wife for 49 of them. Don was a 
professor of geography at the University of Illinois from 1970 to 2003 and emeritus 
professor from 2003. Though retired, he never stopped his research and writing. 
Don was an explorer and an adventurer. Ever curious, Don and Diana traveled the world 
seeking answers to the question: How does the Earth really work? Many of the answers 
are in their publications. 
Don shared his enthusiasm for his research with his students, taking them on field trips 
every semester, asking them to learn by looking. He was one of the few individuals whose 
career was his hobby and he never tired of his work. 
Don was a thoughtful and generous soul, always taking the time to be kind and gracious 
to everyone he met, forging many strong friendships over the years. He was a true 
inspiration to his children and grandchildren. He loved them so much. He also loved 
working in the garden, playing racquetball and writing poems. 
Don is survived by his beloved wife; his adored children, Elizabeth Beaver and her 
husband, Rick Beaver, of White Heath, Jennifer Stine and her husband, Bart Stine, of 
Monticello, and Katie Stephenson and her husband, Ryan Stephenson, of Madison, Wis. 
Don was the "best ever" grandfather to, and survived by, Courtney and Carly Adams of 
White Heath, Kyle Beaver of Danville, Kristin, Nick and Kellie Stine of Monticello, and 
Polly and Tucker Stephenson of Madison, Wis. His sister, Bette, and brother-in-law, 
Norman Wahl, many nieces, nephews, cousins and in-laws also survive him. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Dick Johnson; and granddaughter, 
Emily Stine. 
His family, friends and colleagues will miss him dearly. He will live on forever in our hearts 
and minds. 
A celebration of Don's life will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 18, at the University of 
Illinois, third floor, Levis Faculty Center, 919 W. Illinois St., Urbana. Visitation follows. 
In lieu of other expressions of sympathy, the family requests donations be made to the 
Eastern Illinois Food Bank, 2405 North Shore Drive, Urbana, IL 61802. "If we want the 
mind to grow, we've got to start with nutrition. Children can't learn if they are hungry." - 
D.L. Johnson 
 
Source URL: http://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/2013-05-15/donald-johnson.html 

http://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/2013-05-15/donald-johnson.html�
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NRCS Soil Health Initiative  
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NRCS Soil Health Initiative  



Page 8  

NRCS Soil Health Initiative  
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Trading PostTrading Post  

  
This spot is reserved for members who would like to buy, sell, trade, or announce an item, event, or 
activity in our newsletter. Please limit your classified ad to 25 words or less. Email your ad to the 
newsletter at newsletter@illinoissoils.org 
 

ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interested in soils in Illinois, 
join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil Classifiers Association” and become a 
friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, announcements, pictures or events that may be of interest to 
our membership.  This is a great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use 
soil information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting soils, or maybe 
something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the membership.  If you don’t have a Facebook ac-
count, it is easy to set up.  Just go to www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the 
Facebook site is restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at home.  
Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the ISCA Group or if you have 
any questions or comments. 

http://www.facebook.com�
mailto:webmaster@illinoissoils.org�
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This is YOUR newsletter.  
If you wish to submit 
material, here are some 
preferences. 
 Send information by 

the last week of the 
month before the 
newsletter is 
scheduled to be 
published. 

 Digital copy in 
Microsoft Word 

 Use as little 
formatting (indents, 
bullets, charts) as 
possible.  This 
increases the work to 
get it into Publisher.  
It can be done, but 
increases work load 
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The Newsletter 
Committee reserves the 
right to make edits/
corrections deemed 
appropriate 
 

Publication Schedule  
 Winter (February) 
 Spring (May) 
 Summer (August) 
 Fall (November) www.illinoissoils.org 

New, exciting links have been added to the “announcements” 
page on our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  Its an ex-
cellent resource to keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 
Better yet… make it your home page! 
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ISCA Newsletter Committee is look-
ing for pictures of it’s members, past 
or present, to include in future news-
letters.  Submissions can be sent electronically 
or hard copy to the staff address, see above and 
left.  Please include a narrative for the caption!  
If hard copies are sent please indicate if they are 
to be returned otherwise photographs will be 
retained in an archive photos file. 

Days Gone By 

Can you identify the ISCA members in this photograph 
Answers to this edition  of “Days Gone By” will be in the next newsletter 

http://www.illinoissoils.org�
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I hope all are having a good summer.  As I look at the weather, we have had 
higher than average rainfall and lower than average temperatures so far in this 
part of the country.  I’m not really sure what this has to do with ISCA and soil 
science, but it has made for a more bearable summer of sorts.  Anyhow….. 
 
Since we are striving to promote the value and knowledge of soils I see there 
have been, and are, many opportunities for ISCA members to become involved 
in our communities around the state this year.  So far this year we have had 
several ISCA members participate in a septic installation field day in Jersey 
County in June, with another slated for Macoupin County in September.  There 
may be a representative of EPA show up for this one.  In August, we have the 
Farm Progress Show in Decatur and of course the 2013 Central States Forest 
Soils Workshop (October) in Galena, Illinois planned and open for registration.  
There are also high schools with soil judging in the fall as well as an occasional 
grade school looking for a soils “expert”.  Members also have the opportunity 
to volunteer their expertise at the Field Museum Underground Exhibit in Chica-
go (see Mark Bramstedt).   In the winter there will be the usual contractor and 
health department septic workshops around the state as well.  I have always 
estimated (guesstimated) myself that there is only about 1-2% of the population 
that have an idea what we (soil scientists) know and do; so any opportunity you 
have to show the importance of soils will increase that portion of society that 
sees the value of soils and the value that soil scientists and classifiers have. 

  
 
Doug Gaines 
ISCA President 
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Farm Progress Show Pit Demonstration 
 

The Farm Progress Show is again approaching and the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association will be sponsoring 
along with NRCS the very popular soil pit!  The show will be held August 27, 28, and 29 at its now permanent 
site in Decatur, Illinois.  We will need some volunteers to assist with explaining the soil, visiting with all the 
participants, sharing our soils information with those not familiar with Illinois soils, and of course having a 
great time being “in the soil!” 
   
Sessions will be very simple, 8:00 am to 12:00 noon, and then 12:00 noon till 4:00 pm, Tuesday through 
Thursday.  We need two people to volunteer for each session for a total of 12 slots to be filled.  If you can 
find the time in your schedule and would be willing to assist, please let Roger Windhorn know.  217-353-6634 
office, 217-433-5293 cell, or contact email at NRCS office.   
 
We are planning on having tickets for everyone to get into the show free of course.   
 
If you have questions, please let Roger know.  If you are willing to work but don’t have a special preference 
on time, I can assign you one.  Also, if you would like to help but have only one day or time that works, please 
let me know that too and I will try to make sure you get that session!   
 
DISCLAIMER STATEMENT:  If you are an NRCS employee, you must receive permission from 
your supervisor to help with the pit!   
 
Thanks a lot!  See (some) of you there! 
 
Roger  
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ISCA Fall Meeting 
 
This year’s Fall Meeting of the ISCA will be the Central States Forest Soils Workshop. 
As you can see by the agenda above, it promises to be an excellent workshop with many soils pits and 
soils related topics.  It is put together by many of our fine members. 
 
Please take advantage of this excellent opportunity to gather with fellow ISCA members as well as soil 
scientists, soil classifiers, and foresters from surrounding states. 
 
A registration form can be found on page 5 of this newsletter.  You can also register online, through our 
ISCA website. 

http://www.illinoissoils.org/forestsoils.htm�
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Trading PostTrading Post  

  
This spot is reserved for members who would like to buy, sell, trade, or announce an item, event, or 
activity in our newsletter. Please limit your classified ad to 25 words or less. Email your ad to the 
newsletter at newsletter@illinoissoils.org 
 

ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interested in soils in Illinois, 
join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil Classifiers Association” and become a 
friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, announcements, pictures or events that may be of interest to 
our membership.  This is a great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use 
soil information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting soils, or maybe 
something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the membership.  If you don’t have a Facebook ac-
count, it is easy to set up.  Just go to www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the 
Facebook site is restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at home.  
Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the ISCA Group or if you have 
any questions or comments. 

Answer to the Spring 2013 “Days Gone By”: 
 
From left to right: ISCA members Jennifer Wollenweber, Mark Bramstedt, Bruce Putman, and Bill Kreznor 

ISCA Newsletter Committee is look-
ing for pictures of it’s members, past 
or present, to include in future news-
letters.  Submissions can be sent electronically 
or hard copy to the staff address, see above and 
left.  Please include a narrative for the caption!  
If hard copies are sent please indicate if they are 
to be returned otherwise photographs will be 
retained in an archive photos file. 

http://www.facebook.com�
mailto:webmaster@illinoissoils.org�


ISCA Newsletter Staff 
148 E.Pleasant Hill Road 
Suite 105, Box #2 
Carbondale, IL 62903 

 

Phone: 618-453-5579 
Fax: 618-453-5578 
Email:  
Newsletter@illinoissoils.org 

The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in 
public service, private industry, and education and includes students and others 
interested in preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 
in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 

  

  

ISCA 

www.illinoissoils.org 

Submissions 
 
This is YOUR newsletter.  
If you wish to submit 
material, here are some 
preferences. 
 Send information by 

the last week of the 
month before the 
newsletter is 
scheduled to be 
published. 

 Digital copy in 
Microsoft Word 

 Use as little 
formatting (indents, 
bullets, charts) as 
possible.  This 
increases the work to 
get it into Publisher.  
It can be done, but 
increases work load 
for the committee. 

 
The Newsletter 
Committee reserves the 
right to make edits/
corrections deemed 
appropriate 
 

Publication Schedule  
 Winter (February) 
 Spring (May) 
 Summer (August) 
 Fall (November) www.illinoissoils.org 

New, exciting links have been added to the “announcements” 
page on our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  Its an ex-
cellent resource to keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 
Better yet… make it your home page! 
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Days Gone By 

Can you identify the ISCA members in this photograph from a 1980 Soil Scientists Workshop? 

http://www.illinoissoils.org�


 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit the ISCA website to see the color version of this newsletter 
 

www.illinoissoils.org/news 
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Upcoming Events: 

Happy Holidays  

  

 

From the President 

 

We are into November and it’s still dry down south.  Those sampling by hand 

may need to move up to a larger hammer; I know I’m considering it.  Even the 

mounted probes let you know how dry & hard the ground is.  I’m not used to 

carrying water with me this time of year to wet my samples.  A couple of 

mornings the thermos had ice in it; anyhow, happy sampling. 

We had a nice turnout at the 33 Central States Forest Soils Workshop consid-

ering the furlough.  There were about 40 in attendance.  Unfortunately, Frank 

Heisner (the brains behind the workshop) was not allowed to attend until the 

last morning due the furlough.  “Thank you Frank for what you did.”  We 

“cobbled” through the workshop without you; but it would have been much 

better had you been there.  We’ve had good reviews; so apparently you set it 
up well for us.   

 

It looks like the new sewage code is official for Illinois.  From what I am hearing 

it will be implemented in most counties in January 2014.  As of writing this I am 

not aware that the EPA’s NPDES permit rules have been finalized yet, so I’m 

not sure where that stands.  The new sewage code is supposed to parallel this 

ruling.  We are looking at a probable new work arena for soil classifiers when 

the EPA finalizes their ruling.  An evaluation (or call) will be necessary on 

“Waters of the US” to determine whether or not an NPDES permit is neces-

sary.  This said; who better to make this call than soil classifiers (especially as 

they are on site already for the soil evaluation)?  A plan is in effect to have a 

workshop (or two) to give us the tools we need and make sure we’re all on the 

same page when it comes to making the “Waters of the US” call. 

In the mean-time I hope all have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Doug Gaines, 

President 



Page 2  

2013 FARM PROGRESS SHOW  
 

ISCA SOIL PIT 

We had great help at the soil pit all three days!  The weather was hot and dry but we visited with literally 

hundreds of folks about soil, geology, crops, farming systems, etc.!  Great way to share and learn!  We had 

visitors from Germany, Brazil, Argentina, South Africa, Europe, New Zealand, Australia, China, Ontario, 

Mexico and dozens of surrounding states!   

Those helping at the Show were Mark Bramstedt, Lester Bushue, Ron Collman, Troy Fehrenbacher, Galen 

Litweiller, Bob McLeese, Dave Rahe, Wiley Scott, Earl Voss, Scott Wiesbrook, and Roger Wind-

horn.  Thanks very much!   

We handed out our Soils of Illinois ISCA pamphlet as well as our ISCA Membership pamphlet.  NRCS pro-

vided us with posters, maps and Spanish-speaking pamphlets on Web Soil Survey.  We also had a few selec-

tion of Spanish Soil Health handouts.   

Overall, I believe these opportunities are a great way to spread the word of Soil but also make the public 

aware of who we are and what services we can provide to them!!   

The pit was filled in, compacted as best we could, fertilized, and seeded with grass on Friday, August 30.  I 

wrote a letter thanking the Farm Progress folks and also Richland Community College, as landowners, for 

letting us have the pit display and for being able to show one of the most productive soils in the state and 

the predominant soil at the Farm Progress Show site.   

Final cost to ISCA has yet to be determined, but will be similar to last show in 2011.  If there are any sug-

gestions for future shows (next here will be 2015), please let me know!  Thanks again! 

 

Roger Windhorn 
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2013 Farm Progress Show Soil Exhibit 



 

 

 

 

Page 4  

2013 Farm Progress Show 

 

ISCA Soil Pit 
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Members Move On 



Page 9  

Members Move On 
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KEY CHANGES TO THE REVISED ILLINOIS PRIVATE SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL CODE, effective August 28, 2013.  

(control and mouse click for links) 
 

 
 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700905sections.html  
 
 1.  Under the definition of Soil Classifiers, Certified Professional Soil Scientists with SSSA 
(ARCPACS) are not included as previously proposed. Only CPSC's with ISCA or SSSA are in 
the definition.  Wording remains to include ISCA full members and associate members super-
vised by Certified Soil Classifiers (Section 905.10 Definitions).  
 
 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000100R.html  
 
 2.  Separation distances from the seasonal water table and other limiting layers listed 
are required and are no longer only a recommendation (2 feet for many soils.) See wording in 
Section 905.60(a)(7) and Section 905.190(b)(3).  This will have an impact in counties that did 
not require separation distances and includes a requirement for the sewage contractor or 
homeowner to submit information with the plan approval application that a limiting layer does 
not exist within the (separation distance.)  
 
 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000600R.html  
 
 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050001900R.html  
 
 3.  After Jan 1, 2014 percolation tests will no longer be accepted  
(Section 905.55.)   "...when designing a subsurface system, the absorption capacity shall be 
determined by subsection (a) [soil investigations].... subsection (b) [percolation tests] shall not 
be used..."    
 
 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000550R.html  
  
4.  Appendix A, Illustration M, Exhibit B- Key for Determining Sewage Loading Rates has a 
number of typographic errors in the headings and a pair of loading rate numbers are trans-
posed.  These corrections have been provided to IDPH and will eventually be incorporated.  A 
correct version of the loading rate table is available on the ISCA website under Soil Infor-
mation (technical and educational).  This revised loading rate table should be used imme-
diately.  

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700905sections.html
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000100R.html
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000600R.html
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050001900R.html
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077009050000550R.html
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KEY CHANGES TO THE REVISED ILLINOIS PRIVATE SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL CODE, effective August 28, 2013. (cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a related area, surface discharges of wastewater from homes or businesses not con-
nected to a municipal sewer system will require an application (notice of intent NOI) for an 
NPDES (National Pollution Discharge Elimination System) permit from USEPA Region 
5.  The draft permit- Illinois Surface Discharge Permit (ILG62) requires the submission of a 
written determination that concludes that all soil based systems (this includes mound sys-
tems referred to as "Illinois Raised Filter Beds" in the Private Sewage Disposal Code) are 
technically infeasible and/or economically infeasible (the economic infeasibility does not ap-
ply to businesses.)  The technical feasibility part requires a soils investigation be performed 
by a CPSCs or CPSSs with SSSA.  This inconsistency with the IL Private Sewage Disposal 
Code is being addressed by ISCA (Jerry Berning is leading this effort.)   Also there is a re-
quirement for a "Site Evaluator" for Technical Feasibility to provide additional information be-
yond the soil investigation including a determination that the proposed surface discharge sys-
tem will discharge to the Waters of the United States or conveyances to the Waters of the 
U.S.  This requires the "Site Evaluator" to identify/ delineate Waters of the U.S. and convey-
ances to Waters of the U.S.   Presently the proposed definition of "Site Evaluator" does not 
include Soil Classifiers, but does include IL Licensed Environmental Health Practioners and 
Engineers.  The ISCA Council feels that we should be included in this definition as we pro-
vide the Soil Investigation and many of our members are very knowledgeable about the Wa-
ters of the U.S., wetlands, prior converted cropland, etc.   We are pursuing the inclusion of 
Soil Classifiers in the definition of "Site Evaluators."  ISCA is already in the initial planning 
stages to provide training to our members.  
 



Ans 
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Trading PostTrading Post  

  
This spot is reserved for members who would like to buy, sell, trade, or announce an item, event, or 

activity in our newsletter. Please limit your classified ad to 25 words or less. Email your ad to the 

newsletter at newsletter@illinoissoils.org 

 

ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interested in soils in Illinois, 

join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil Classifiers Association” and become a 

friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, announcements, pictures or events that may be of interest to 

our membership.  This is a great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use 

soil information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting soils, or maybe 

something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the membership.  If you don’t have a Facebook ac-

count, it is easy to set up.  Just go to www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the 

Facebook site is restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at home.  

Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the ISCA Group or if you have 

any questions or comments. 

Days Gone By 

Can you identify the soil scientists taken in this 1980 Soil Survey Workshop 

Answer on Page 13 

http://www.facebook.com
mailto:webmaster@illinoissoils.org


ISCA Newsletter Staff 

148 E.Pleasant Hill Road 

Suite 105, Box #2 

Carbondale, IL 62903 
 

Phone: 618-453-5579 

Fax: 618-453-5578 

Email:  

Newsletter@illinoissoils.org 

The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in 
public service, private industry, and education and includes students and others 
interested in preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 

in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 
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Submissions 

 
This is YOUR newsletter.  

If you wish to submit 

material, here are some 

preferences. 
 Send information by 

the last week of the 

month before the 

newsletter is 

scheduled to be 

published. 
 Digital copy in 

Microsoft Word 
 Use as little 

formatting (indents, 

bullets, charts) as 

possible.  This 

increases the work to 

get it into Publisher.  

It can be done, but 

increases work load 

for the committee. 

 
The Newsletter 

Committee reserves the 

right to make edits/

corrections deemed 

appropriate 

Publication Schedule  

 

 Winter (February) 

 Spring (May) 

 Summer (August) 

 Fall (November) www.illinoissoils.org 
New, exciting links have been added to the “announcements” 

page on our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  Its an ex-

cellent resource to keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 

Better yet… make it your home page! 
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ISCA Newsletter Committee is look-

ing for pictures of it’s members, past 

or present, to include in future news-

letters.  Submissions can be sent electronically 

or hard copy to the staff address, see above and 

left.  Please include a narrative for the caption!  

If hard copies are sent please indicate if they are 

to be returned otherwise photographs will be 

retained in an archive photos file. 

Answer to the “Days Gone By” photograph on page 12 

http://www.illinoissoils.org
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