
Message from the President 

Winter — February 2025  

IllinoisÊSoilÊClassifiersÊAssociaƟon 
NewsleƩer 

Inside this issue: 

MessageÊfromÊtheÊ
President 

1 

2025Ê50thÊISCAÊ
AnnualÊMeeƟngÊ
GuestÊSpeaker 

3 

BallotÊforÊ2025Ê
ISCAÊElecƟons 

4 

2025ÊISCAÊElecƟonÊ
CandidateÊ
Biographies 

5 

2025ÊISCAÊStudentÊ
MemberÊ
Scholarship 

6—7 

ISCAÊonÊSocialÊ
Media 

12 

2025ÊÊ50thÊISCAÊ
AnnualÊMeeƟngÊÊ
Announcement 

2 

2024ÊISCAÊFallÊ
MeeƟngÊRecap 

9–Ê10 

2025ÊBentÊAugerÊ
Award—CallÊForÊ
Nominees 

8 

CountyÊSoilÊSurveysÊ
Available 

11 

 

Upcoming Events: 

2025ÊAnnualÊ
MeeƟng 

MarchÊ12Ê 
AsÊaÊwiseÊmanÊonceÊsaid,Ê“historyÊisÊwhoÊweÊareÊandÊwhyÊweÊareÊtheÊwayÊweÊare”.ÊForÊthoseÊofÊusÊwhoÊ
eitherÊhaveÊanÊappreciaƟonÊforÊthisÊideologyÊorÊjustÊsimplyÊlikeÊreminiscingÊaboutÊtheÊ“goodÊoldÊdays”,Ê
aÊlotÊofÊsignificantÊhistoryÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊifÊweÊtakeÊaÊlookÊbackÊatÊtheÊyear,Ê1975.ÊWatergate,ÊtheÊprem-
ierÊofÊSaturdayÊNightÊLive,ÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊVietnamÊWar,ÊandÊforÊthoseÊofÊyouÊfortunateÊenoughÊtoÊwit-
nessÊfirsthand,ÊtheÊintroducƟonÊofÊtheÊAltairÊ8800.ÊNowÊsomeÊofÊtheseÊeventsÊareÊclearlyÊmoreÊfatefulÊ
thanÊothers,ÊbutÊtheyÊindeedÊdidÊallÊoccurÊduringÊtheÊyearÊofÊ1975.ÊHowever,ÊthereÊisÊanotherÊeventÊ
thatÊoccurredÊduringÊthatÊsameÊyear,ÊandÊforÊsomeÊofÊourÊmoreÊseasonedÊmembersÊitÊmightÊbeÊoneÊofÊ
theÊmoreÊmemorableÊhighlights.ÊThatÊeventÊwouldÊofÊcourseÊbeÊtheÊIllinoisÊSoilÊClassifiersÊAssociaƟon’sÊ
inauguralÊAnnualÊMeeƟng! 

IÊknowÊitÊmayÊbeÊhardÊforÊsomeÊofÊyouÊtoÊbelieve,ÊbutÊyes,ÊISCAÊisÊnearingÊitsÊ50thÊbirthday.ÊItÊtrulyÊisÊ
overwhelmingÊyetÊinspiringÊtoÊthinkÊaboutÊallÊofÊtheÊcontribuƟonsÊtoÊsoilÊscienceÊandÊtheÊStateÊOfÊIlli-
noisÊthatÊourÊAssociaƟonÊhasÊmadeÊoverÊtheÊyears.ÊManyÊofÊyouÊcommiƩedÊnumerousÊyearsÊofÊserviceÊ
toÊmappingÊtheÊsoilsÊinÊeveryÊcornerÊofÊtheÊstateÊwhileÊothersÊofÊyouÊdevotedÊyourÊcareersÊtoÊtheÊad-
vancementÊofÊsoilÊscienceÊthroughÊresearchÊandÊtheÊdevelopmentÊofÊsuitableÊlandÊmanagementÊprac-
Ɵces.ÊTheÊamountÊofÊknowledgeÊandÊexperienceÊthatÊexistsÊwithinÊtheÊconfinesÊofÊourÊmembershipÊisÊ
nothingÊshortÊofÊhumbling.ÊAndÊnoÊmaƩerÊhowÊlongÊyourÊtenureÊhasÊbeenÊasÊaÊmemberÊofÊthisÊgreatÊ
associaƟon,ÊIÊhopeÊallÊofÊyouÊrealizeÊhowÊcrucialÊyourÊparƟcipaƟonÊisÊtoÊtheÊlongevityÊofÊit.ÊOfÊcourse,Ê
specialÊthanksÊshouldÊbeÊgivenÊtoÊourÊcharterÊmembersÊwhoÊwereÊenlightenedÊenoughÊtoÊestablishÊ
ISCAÊandÊhelpedÊpaveÊtheÊwayÊforÊfutureÊprofessionalsÊinÊtheÊsoilÊscienceÊfield.ÊItÊwouldÊalsoÊbeÊremissÊ
ofÊmeÊtoÊnotÊthankÊallÊofÊourÊpastÊofficersÊandÊcommiƩeeÊchairsÊwhoÊhaveÊcharitablyÊdonatedÊaÊlotÊofÊ
theirÊƟmeÊtoÊenableÊtheÊproperÊfuncƟoningÊofÊaÊprofessionalÊorganizaƟon.ÊAÊ50thÊanniversaryÊisÊcer-
tainlyÊaÊmomentousÊoccasion,ÊandÊsuchÊaÊmilestoneÊcouldÊobviouslyÊneverÊbeÊachievedÊwithoutÊtheÊ
presenceÊofÊdedicatedÊindividualsÊfocusedÊonÊoneÊoverarchingÊmission. 

So,ÊinÊorderÊtoÊproperlyÊcelebrateÊourÊ50thÊAnnualÊMeeƟng,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊhonoringÊtheÊmanyÊcontribu-
ƟonsÊtoÊtheÊAssociaƟonÊthatÊourÊmembersÊhaveÊmadeÊinÊtheÊpastÊwhileÊsimultaneouslyÊexploringÊhowÊ
thoseÊpastÊcontribuƟonsÊwillÊhelpÊpropelÊusÊintoÊtheÊfuture.ÊTheÊmeeƟngÊwillÊbeÊheldÊatÊtheÊAllertonÊ
MansionÊinÊMonƟcello,ÊandÊfurtherÊdetailsÊinÊregardsÊtoÊthisÊyear’sÊmeeƟngÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊlaterÊonÊinÊ
thisÊediƟonÊtoÊtheÊISCAÊNewsleƩer.ÊInÊorderÊtoÊhelpÊbolsterÊtheÊthemeÊofÊthisÊyear’sÊmeeƟng,ÊourÊguestÊ
speakerÊwillÊbeÊDr.ÊKevinÊMcSweeney,ÊwhoÊisÊaÊprofessorÊatÊUniversityÊofÊIllinoisÊUrbana-ChampaignÊ
andÊsomeoneÊwhoÊIÊbelieveÊmanyÊofÊyouÊareÊfamiliarÊwith.ÊDr.ÊMcSweeney’sÊlectureÊwillÊbeÊcenteredÊ
aroundÊtwoÊtopics.ÊTheÊfirstÊwillÊbeÊfocusedÊaroundÊDr.ÊMcSweeney’sÊpedologyÊcourseÊandÊtheÊuniqueÊ
approachÊheÊtakesÊinÊeducaƟngÊhisÊclassÊonÊtheÊsoilÊformingÊfactors.ÊTheÊsecondÊwillÊbeÊaÊblastÊfromÊ
theÊpastÊforÊmanyÊofÊyouÊasÊheÊisÊlookingÊtoÊrevisitÊSoilsÊofÊIllinoisÊandÊpossiblyÊimplementÊaddiƟonsÊtoÊ
theÊvastÊamountÊofÊinsightÊtheÊbookÊoffersÊonÊtheÊsuitabiliƟesÊandÊlimitaƟonsÊofÊtheÊsoilsÊinÊIllinois.Ê
UnlikeÊconvenƟonalÊlectures,Êhowever,ÊweÊareÊhopingÊeveryoneÊinÊaƩendanceÊwillÊbeÊwillingÊtoÊengageÊ
inÊlivelyÊdiscussionÊoverÊtheseÊtopics.Ê 

InÊclosing,ÊIÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyouÊallÊatÊISCA’sÊ50thÊAnnualÊMeeƟng,ÊandÊIÊhopeÊthatÊallÊofÊyouÊ
thatÊareÊableÊtoÊwillÊaƩend!ÊItÊhasÊbeenÊmyÊhonorÊandÊprivilegeÊtoÊserveÊasÊPresidentÊthisÊpastÊyear,Ê
andÊthankÊyouÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊhasÊhelpedÊguideÊmeÊandÊsupportÊtheÊAssociaƟonÊduringÊmyÊterm! 

-ÊBrandonÊMueller 
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50th Annual ISCA MeeƟng 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊBrandonÊMueller 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, March 12th, 2025 
11:45 AM 

AllertonÊParkÊ&ÊRetreatÊCenter 
AllertonÊMansion 

515ÊOldÊTimberÊRoad,ÊMonƟcello,ÊILÊÊ61856 
* RegistraƟon Deadline is March 3rd, 2025 * 

RegisterÊonlineÊatÊillinoissoils.orgÊbyÊclickingÊonÊtheÊAnnouncementsÊbookmark 

Each individual planning to aƩend must register using the form on the website 

PaymentÊcanÊbeÊmadeÊwithÊaÊmajorÊcreditÊcardÊthroughÊPayPal 

Cost (includes lunch catered by Baxter’s Grille): 

$25Ê-ÊISCAÊMembersÊandÊAƩendees 

$10Ê-ÊStudents 

Agenda                          

10:30ÊAM CouncilÊMeeƟng 

11:00ÊAM RegistraƟon 

11:45ÊAM OpeningÊRemarks 

12:00ÊPM BuffetÊStyleÊLunch 

1:00ÊPM BurtÊRayÊAward 

1:05ÊPM StudentÊScholarshipÊAward 

1:15ÊPM GuestÊSpeaker 

2:30ÊPM BusinessÊMeeƟng* 

*ThoseÊwhoÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊaƩendÊonlyÊtheÊ2:30ÊPMÊbusinessÊmeeƟngÊmayÊparƟcipateÊforÊFREE 

This meeting will provide 3.0 PDHs for 
Category C - Attendance or participa-
tion in seminars, tutorials, clinics, 
workshops, symposia, in-house cours-
es, field tours/exercises, or technical 
presentation made at meetings, con-
ventions, or conferences.

https://illinoissoils.org/announce/
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50th Annual ISCA MeeƟng Guest Speaker 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊBrandonÊMueller 

 
Dr. Kevin McSweeney 
 
 
KevinÊMcSweeneyÊisÊaÊsoilÊscienƟstÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊ
ofÊIllinois.ÊHeÊreceivedÊhis 
B.Sc.ÊinÊEnvironmentalÊScienceÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
Sheffield,ÊUK,ÊinÊ1976.ÊHeÊreceivedÊaÊPh.D.ÊinÊSoilÊSci-
ence/AgronomyÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊIllinoisÊinÊ
1983,ÊwhereÊhisÊresearchÊfocusedÊonÊreclamaƟonÊofÊ
surface-minedÊlandscapes.Ê 
 
HeÊspentÊ30ÊyearsÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊWisconsinÊasÊaÊ
ProfessorÊofÊSoilÊScienceÊandÊEnvironmentalÊStudiesÊ
andÊheldÊvariousÊadministraƟveÊposiƟons,ÊincludingÊ
Director,ÊSchoolÊofÊNaturalÊResourcesÊandÊDirectorÊofÊ
theÊArboretum.Ê 
 
HeÊhasÊconductedÊresearchÊinÊLaƟnÊAmerica,ÊAfrica,ÊChina,ÊandÊSouthÊ
EastÊAsia.ÊHeÊisÊaÊFellowÊofÊtheÊSoilÊScienceÊSocietyÊofÊAmerica,ÊformerÊ
Co-Editor-in-ChiefÊofÊGeodermaÊandÊHonoraryÊResearchÊFellow,ÊInter-
naƟonalÊCenterÊonÊLandÊReclamaƟon,ÊChinaÊUniversityÊofÊMiningÊ&Ê
Technology. 
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Ballot for 2025 ISCA ElecƟons 
 

VoƟngÊrightsÊareÊ forÊFullÊMembersÊonly.ÊBallotsÊcanÊbeÊemailed,ÊmailedÊ in,ÊorÊbroughtÊ toÊ theÊAnnualÊMeeƟng.Ê
PleaseÊvoteÊforÊoneÊcandidateÊforÊeachÊofficeÊbyÊplacingÊanÊXÊnextÊtoÊtheÊname.ÊBiographiesÊareÊprovidedÊonÊtheÊ
followingÊ pagesÊwithÊmoreÊ informaƟonÊ aboutÊ eachÊ candidate.ÊWrite-inÊ candidatesÊmustÊ haveÊ agreedÊ priorÊ toÊ
elecƟonÊtoÊrunÊforÊthatÊoffice. 
President—Elect 
 
 
 
 
 
Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 

VOTEÊPRIORÊTOÊTHEÊANNUALÊMEETINGÊINÊONEÊOFÊTWOÊWAYS: 

· EmailÊyourÊballotÊtoÊswiesbro@illinois.edu 

PleaseÊscanÊorÊphotographÊyourÊballotÊandÊreturnÊitÊasÊanÊaƩachmentÊtoÊanÊemailÊwithÊ"Ballot"ÊinÊtheÊsub-
jectÊline.ÊThatÊwayÊtheÊballotÊcanÊbeÊstoredÊunƟlÊvirtuallyÊ"opened"ÊbyÊtheÊNominaƟonsÊCommiƩeeÊwith-
outÊcompromisingÊyourÊsecrecy. 

· MailÊyourÊballotÊto: 

ScoƩÊWiesbrook 

580ÊCRÊ1700E 

Philo,ÊILÊ61864 

SealÊyourÊballotÊinÊaÊseparateÊenvelopeÊmarkedÊ“Ballot”ÊonÊtheÊoutside.ÊPutÊtheÊlabeledÊballotÊenvelopeÊinÊ
anotherÊenvelopeÊandÊmailÊwithÊpostage.ÊPleaseÊincludeÊyourÊreturnÊaddressÊonÊtheÊouterÊenvelopeÊtoÊen-
sureÊyouÊareÊanÊeligibleÊvoter.ÊEnvelopesÊwithoutÊaÊreturnÊaddressÊwillÊnotÊbeÊcounted.ÊUnopened,ÊmailedÊ
ballotsÊwillÊbeÊrecordedÊasÊtoÊwhoÊhasÊvotedÊpriorÊtoÊtheÊAnnualÊMeeƟng.ÊÊTheÊunopened,ÊseparatelyÊ
sealedÊballotsÊwillÊthenÊbeÊpassedÊtoÊtheÊNominaƟonsÊCommiƩeeÊatÊtheÊAnnualÊMeeƟng. 

*All email and mail-in ballots must be received by March 11, 2025 to be counted. * 

 MaryÊBethÊFalsey  

 Write-InÊCandidateÊforÊPresident—ElectÊÊ  

  
 

 KenÊAnderson  

 Dr.ÊEricÊBrevik  

  
 

   

 Write-InÊCandidateÊforÊVice—PresidentÊ  

 LizÊMiernicki  

 Write-InÊCandidateÊforÊSecretaryÊ  
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2025 ISCA ElecƟon Candidate Biographies 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊBobÊOja 

President—Elect   

· Mary Beth FalseyÊ isÊ FalseyÊ isÊ theÊWaterÊQualityÊ SupervisorÊ forÊDuPageÊCountyÊ StormwaterÊManagementÊ
whereÊsheÊhasÊworkedÊforÊoverÊ20Êyears.ÊSheÊspentÊtheÊfirstÊ11ÊyearsÊinÊtheÊWetlandsÊDivisionÊreviewingÊwet-
landÊpermitsÊ andÊdelineaƟons,Ê specializingÊ inÊhydricÊ soilÊ verificaƟonsÊandÊdeterminaƟons.Ê SinceÊ2015,Ê sheÊ
hasÊbeenÊtheÊWaterÊQualityÊSupervisorÊandÊisÊresponsibleÊforÊDuPageÊCounty’sÊcomplianceÊwithÊtheÊCounty’sÊ
NPDESÊILR40ÊpermitÊandÊalsoÊcoordinatesÊtheÊCounty’sÊIEPAÊgrantÊfundedÊeffortsÊonÊwatershedÊplanningÊforÊ
impairedÊwaterways.ÊMaryÊBethÊaƩendedÊNorthernÊIllinoisÊUniversityÊwhereÊsheÊreceivedÊaÊB.S.Ê inÊGeogra-
phyÊwithÊanÊemphasisÊNaturalÊEnvironmentalÊSystemsÊandÊanÊM.S.Ê inÊGeographyÊwithÊanÊemphasisÊ inÊSoilÊ
Science.ÊSheÊisÊanÊacƟveÊISCAÊmemberÊwhoÊpreviouslyÊservedÊasÊPresidentÊinÊ2019ÊandÊhasÊplannedÊandÊin-
structedÊatÊseveralÊ ISCAÊHydricÊSoilsÊCourses.ÊSheÊholdsÊseveralÊcerƟficaƟonsÊ includingÊCerƟfiedÊFloodplainÊ
ManagerÊ(CFM),ÊCerƟfiedÊProfessionalÊinÊErosionÊandÊSedimentÊControlÊ(CPESC),ÊandÊCerƟfiedÊErosion,ÊSedi-
mentÊ andÊ StormwaterÊ InspectorÊ (CESSWI).Ê InÊ herÊ freeÊ Ɵme,Ê sheÊ enjoysÊ reading,Ê hiking,Êwakesurfing,Ê andÊ
spendingÊƟmeÊwithÊherÊcat.  Ê 

Vice—President 

· Ken Anderson startedÊaÊnewÊchapterÊ inÊAprilÊ2022ÊasÊ anÊEnvironmentalÊProjectÊManagerÊ forÊ EngineeringÊ
ResourcesÊAssociates,ÊInc.,ÊandÊhasÊtransiƟonedÊtoÊBusinessÊDevelopmentÊCoordinator.Ê PriorÊtoÊthisÊtransi-
ƟonÊKenÊworkedÊasÊChiefÊofÊPlanningÊandÊOperaƟonsÊforÊtheÊForestÊPreserveÊDistrictÊofÊKaneÊCountyÊforÊoverÊ
3.5Êyears.ÊBeforeÊthisÊKenÊspentÊ30ÊyearsÊworkingÊforÊtheÊCountyÊofÊKaneÊinÊvariousÊposiƟonsÊfromÊDirectorÊ
ofÊtheÊKaneÊCountyÊDepartmentÊofÊEnvironmentalÊandÊWaterÊResourcesÊtoÊaÊSoilÊScienƟst/PlannerÊwithÊtheÊ
KaneÊCountyÊDevelopmentÊDepartment.ÊHeÊisÊblessedÊwithÊaÊbeauƟfulÊwifeÊandÊ3Êdaughters,Ê1ÊsƟllÊinÊcollege.Ê
HeÊhasÊaÊBachelorÊofÊScienceÊinÊWatershedÊManagementÊandÊNaturalÊResourceÊManagementÊwithÊaÊminorÊinÊ
SoilÊScienceÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊWisconsinÊ-ÊStevensÊPoint.ÊHeÊenjoysÊfishing,Êgolfing,ÊleadingÊaÊcommunityÊ
groupÊatÊhisÊchurch,ÊspendingÊƟmeÊinÊtheÊLord'sÊcreaƟonÊandÊHTÊƟme.Ê 

· Dr. Eric BrevikÊisÊaÊProfessorÊofÊSoilÊScienceÊandÊGeologyÊatÊSouthernÊIllinoisÊUniversityÊCarbondaleÊ(SIU).ÊHeÊ
receivedÊhisÊbachelor’sÊandÊmastersÊdegreesÊinÊgeologyÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊNorthÊDakotaÊandÊhisÊPhDÊinÊ
soilÊscienceÊfromÊIowaÊStateÊUniversity.ÊHeÊhasÊ25ÊyearsÊofÊexperienceÊinÊhigherÊeducaƟonÊatÊValdostaÊStateÊ
UniversityÊ(Georgia),ÊDickinsonÊStateÊUniversityÊ(NorthÊDakota),ÊandÊSIU.ÊThisÊƟmeÊhasÊincludedÊ6ÊyearsÊasÊaÊ
departmentÊchairÊandÊ3.5ÊyearsÊasÊaÊcollegeÊdean.ÊEricÊteachesÊanÊarrayÊofÊcoursesÊatÊtheÊupperÊundergradu-
ateÊandÊgraduateÊlevel,ÊincludingÊsoilÊgenesis,Êmorphology,ÊandÊclassificaƟon;ÊsoilÊferƟlity;ÊsoilÊphysicalÊprop-
erƟes;ÊsoilÊdescripƟonÊandÊ interpretaƟon;ÊandÊscienƟficÊcommunicaƟon.ÊHisÊresearchÊ interestsÊ includeÊsoilÊ
genesis,ÊsoilÊmapping,ÊlinksÊbetweenÊsoilsÊandÊgeology,ÊhumanÊimpactsÊonÊtheÊsoilÊresource,ÊscienceÊeduca-
Ɵon,ÊandÊsoilÊscienceÊhistory.ÊInÊhisÊspareÊƟmeÊEricÊenjoysÊtravel,ÊrelaxingÊatÊtheÊlake,ÊandÊspendingÊƟmeÊwithÊ
hisÊfamily.Ê 

Secretary 

· Liz MiernickiÊhasÊbeenÊaÊsoilÊscienƟstÊinÊtheÊWetlandÊScienceÊProgramÊatÊtheÊIllinoisÊNaturalÊHistoryÊSurveyÊ
sinceÊMayÊ2020.ÊSheÊconductsÊwetlandÊdeterminaƟonsÊandÊmiƟgaƟonÊsiteÊassessments.ÊInÊAugustÊ2023,ÊLizÊ
startedÊcoachingÊtheÊsoilÊjudgingÊteamÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊIllinoisÊinÊUrbana-ChampaignÊ(UIUC).ÊSheÊalsoÊhasÊ
beenÊ teachingÊ anÊ introducƟonÊ toÊ soilÊ scienceÊ courseÊ eachÊ SpringÊ atÊParklandÊCollegeÊ sinceÊ JanuaryÊ2022.ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
AsÊaÊmemberÊofÊ ISCA,ÊLizÊhasÊservedÊasÊPresidentÊandÊhasÊchairedÊtheÊNominaƟonsÊCommiƩeeÊandÊEthics,Ê
CerƟficaƟon,ÊandÊMembershipÊCommiƩee.ÊLizÊgraduatedÊwithÊaÊB.S.ÊinÊNaturalÊResourcesÊandÊEnvironmentalÊ
SciencesÊandÊaÊM.S.Ê inÊCropÊSciencesÊfromÊUIUCÊinÊ2015ÊandÊ2017,ÊrespecƟvely.ÊSheÊgrewÊupÊ inÊOakÊLawnÊ
andÊMokena,Ê Illinois,ÊbutÊhasÊbeenÊ livingÊ inÊChampaignÊforÊtheÊpastÊ14Êyears.ÊOutsideÊofÊwork,ÊLizÊandÊherÊ
husbandÊBoswellÊenjoyÊwalkingÊtheirÊhoundÊdogÊBruce,ÊplayingÊeuchreÊwithÊfriends,ÊandÊaƩendingÊIlliniÊbas-
ketballÊgames. 
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2025 ISCA Student Member Scholarship 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊAshtynÊStufflebeamÊ 

ÊAÊscholarshipÊofÊ$500ÊwillÊbeÊawardedÊtoÊoneÊstudentÊmemberÊeveryÊyearÊatÊtheÊISCAÊ
AnnualÊMeeƟngÊheldÊinÊtheÊspring.ÊThisÊscholarshipÊisÊinÊplaceÊtoÊhelpÊencourageÊstu-
dentsÊtoÊgetÊinvolvedÊwithÊtheÊIllinoisÊSoilÊClassifiersÊAssociaƟon.ÊÊWinnersÊmustÊbeÊpre-
sentÊatÊtheÊAnnualÊMeeƟngÊtoÊbeÊeligible. 

ThisÊyearsÊscholarshipÊwinnerÊwillÊbeÊselectedÊbyÊtheÊISCAÊExecuƟveÊCouncilÊfromÊtheÊap-
plicaƟonsÊsubmiƩedÊbyÊFebruary 28, 2025. AllÊapplicantsÊwillÊbeÊthoroughlyÊassessedÊtoÊ
makeÊsureÊtheyÊmeetÊtheÊfollowingÊrequirements.Ê 

To be eligible to win the scholarship the student must:  

· BeÊenrolledÊfullÊƟmeÊinÊanÊaccreditedÊIllinoisÊorÊneighboringÊinsƟtuƟon 

· MajorÊinÊsoilÊscienceÊorÊrelatedÊprogramÊ(isÊonÊtrackÊtoÊcompleteÊ15ÊcreditÊhoursÊofÊ
soilÊscienceÊrequiredÊtoÊbeÊaÊsoilÊscienƟst) 

· CurrentlyÊbeÊenrolledÊinÊorÊhasÊalreadyÊcompletedÊaÊminimumÊofÊ3ÊcreditÊhoursÊofÊ
soilÊscience 

· MaintainÊaÊGPAÊofÊ3.0ÊorÊhigher 

· BeÊaÊStudentÊMemberÊofÊISCAÊ(withÊduesÊpaid) 

· BeÊpresentÊatÊtheÊAnnualÊMeeƟngÊtoÊacceptÊtheÊscholarshipÊ(unlessÊotherwiseÊap-
provedÊbyÊtheÊcouncil) 

ToÊbecomeÊaÊstudentÊmemberÊofÊISCAÊvisitÊhƩps://www.illinoissoils.org/about/
membership/ÊandÊcompleteÊtheÊApplicaƟon for MembershipÊ 

PleaseÊbeÊsureÊtoÊpayÊStudentÊMembershipÊDuesÊ($5/year)ÊuponÊsubmiƫngÊÊyourÊAp-
plicaƟonÊforÊMembership.ÊStudentÊmembershipÊduesÊmayÊbeÊsubmiƩedÊviaÊmailÊorÊ
PayPalÊonÊtheÊISCAÊwebsite.ÊMembership must be granted and dues paid in order to 
be eligible for the Student Scholarship award.   

Note,ÊApplicaƟonsÊforÊMembershipÊareÊseparateÊfromÊtheÊISCAÊStudentÊMemberÊ
ScholarshipÊApplicaƟon.ÊItÊisÊadvisedÊtoÊcompleteÊtheÊapplicaƟonÊforÊStudentÊMem-
bershipÊasÊsoonÊasÊpossibleÊtoÊallowÊtheÊISCAÊExecuƟveÊCouncilÊƟmeÊtoÊreviewÊtheÊ
membershipÊapplicaƟonÊbeforeÊgranƟngÊmembership.Ê 

CompleteÊandÊsubmitÊtheÊISCA Student Member Scholarship ApplicaƟonÊ
formÊbyÊFebruary 28, 2025 

https://illinoissoils.org/about/membership/
https://illinoissoils.org/about/membership/


SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
ISCA Student Member Scholarship
Illinois Soil Classifiers Association

Note: Please limit your response to the front and back of this form. Additional pages will not be considered. 
Applications must be typed. Handwritten applications will not be considered. 

Please email completed application to council@illinoissoils.org by: February 28, 2025

1. Name

2. Date of Birth:

3. Phone Number:

4. Email:

5. Are you a student member of ISCA with dues paid?

6. Are you a resident of Illinois?

7. Permanent Address:
__________________________________________________________________
Street                                       City                                                ST    Zip

8. Are you enrolled at an Illinois college or university or a neighboring state institution?

9. Name of current School/College/University _______________________________________

10. Name of Program: ___________________________________________________________

11. Are you a Full-Time Student?

12. How many credit hours are you currently enrolled in? ________________

13. Current Year/Grade Level:

14. Expected Graduation Date: (Month/Year) ________________________

15. Cumulative GPA: _________________

16. Have you taken an intro to soil science or equivalent course? Please list course name and institution.

_______________________________________________________

Please submit a copy of your unofficial transcripts with this application by February 28th, 2025. 

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Post Grad
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2025 Bent Auger Award—Call For Nominees 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊLizÊMiernicki 

ItÊisÊonceÊagainÊƟmeÊtoÊselectÊaÊnewÊwinnerÊofÊtheÊpresƟgiousÊBentÊAugerÊAward.ÊAsÊitsÊ
nameÊsuggests,ÊthisÊawardÊisÊgivenÊeachÊyearÊtoÊanÊindividualÊorÊgroupÊofÊindividualsÊwhoÊ
displaysÊ“excellence”ÊinÊtheÊfield.ÊQualifyingÊevents/situaƟonsÊareÊnumerousÊandÊunre-
stricted.ÊStoriesÊdoÊnotÊhaveÊtoÊbeÊtrueÊbutÊareÊpreferablyÊbasedÊonÊparƟalÊtruth. 

CompeƟƟonÊcanÊbeÊfierce,ÊsoÊmakeÊsureÊyourÊstoryÊisÊwellÊpreparedÊandÊfullyÊexaggerat-
ed. ThisÊawardÊhasÊbeenÊheldÊbyÊmanyÊofÊtheÊleadersÊandÊfoundersÊofÊtheÊISCA.ÊItÊisÊaÊ
greatÊhonorÊandÊlooksÊgoodÊonÊanyÊresume. 

IfÊyouÊknowÊanyoneÊwhoÊisÊdeservingÊofÊthisÊawardÊforÊ2025,ÊpleaseÊsendÊnominaƟonsÊtoÊ
BrandonÊMuellerÊatÊbmueller@wrksoiltesƟng.com. 
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2024 ISCA Fall MeeƟng Recap 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊBrandonÊMueller 

TheÊ 2024Ê FallÊMeeƟngÊ tookÊ placeÊ onÊWednes-
day,Ê OctoberÊ 2,Ê 2024Ê atÊ GiantÊ CityÊ StateÊ ParkÊ
LodgeÊ inÊ Makanda,Ê IL.Ê Ê JosephÊ DeveraÊ fromÊ
ISGS,Ê HeatherÊ CareyÊ fromÊ theÊ USFSÊ ShawneeÊ
NaƟonalÊForest,ÊandÊKrisƟÊDodsonÊfromÊ IDNR’sÊ
OfficeÊofÊMinesÊandÊMineralsÊwereÊtheÊfeaturedÊ
guestÊspeakers.ÊÊMr.ÊDeveraÊdeliveredÊaÊchrono-
logicalÊhistoryÊonÊtheÊrichÊbutÊcomplexÊgeologyÊ
ofÊ SouthernÊ IllinoisÊ andÊ spokeÊ aboutÊ intriguingÊ
discoveriesÊ heÊ hadÊ uncoveredÊ whileÊ workingÊ
outÊinÊtheÊfield.ÊÊMs.ÊCareyÊtalkedÊaboutÊtheÊrea-
soningÊ behindÊ theÊ establishmentÊ ofÊ theÊ Shaw-
neeÊNaƟonalÊForestÊasÊwellÊasÊtheÊhistoryÊofÊtheÊ
peopleÊwhoÊhadÊcalledÊ itÊhomeÊoverÊtheÊyears.ÊÊ
Ms.ÊDodsonÊdiscussedÊtheÊmanyÊdifferentÊ intri-
cateÊstepsÊbehindÊtheÊmodernÊminedÊlandÊrecla-
maƟonÊprocessÊandÊhowÊreclaimedÊlandÊisÊman-
agedÊandÊmonitored.ÊÊ 

 

FollowingÊ theÊ conclusionÊ ofÊ theÊ lecturesÊ andÊ aÊ
deliciousÊ friedÊchickenÊ lunchÊprovidedÊbyÊGiantÊ
CityÊLodge,ÊtheÊmeeƟngÊaƩendeesÊheadedÊtoÊaÊ
locaƟonÊjustÊsouthÊofÊCarbondaleÊtoÊlookÊatÊfourÊ
soilÊpits.Ê ÊAllÊ fourÊpitsÊdisplayedÊpoorlyÊdrainedÊ
orÊsomewhatÊpoorlyÊdrainedÊsoilsÊthatÊwereÊde-
rivedÊfromÊloess.ÊÊThereÊwasÊsomeÊlivelyÊdebateÊ
onÊwhetherÊorÊnotÊoneÊofÊtheÊpitsÊhadÊoverlyingÊ
colluvialÊ sedimentsÊ onÊ topÊ ofÊ theÊ loess.Ê Ê AndÊ
furtherÊ discussionÊ occurredÊ overÊ theÊ fragicÊ
properƟesÊ thatÊ wereÊ idenƟfiedÊ inÊ twoÊ ofÊ theÊ
pits.Ê 
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2024 ISCA Fall MeeƟng Recap 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊBrandonÊMueller 

 

 

 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊaƩendedÊandÊhelpedÊmakeÊtheÊ2024ÊFallÊMeeƟngÊaÊsuccess! 
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County Soil Surveys Available 
SubmiƩedÊbyÊLizÊMiernicki 

PhysicalÊcopiesÊofÊvariousÊIllinoisÊcountyÊsoilÊsurveysÊwereÊsavedÊfromÊtheÊrecycleÊbinÊlastÊ
Fall.ÊIt’sÊimportÊtoÊnoteÊthatÊtheÊcollecƟonÊdoesÊnotÊincludeÊallÊ102ÊcounƟesÊandÊpublica-
ƟonÊyearsÊvary.ÊWhetherÊyouÊareÊcollecƟngÊtheÊsurveysÊofÊtheÊcounƟesÊyouÊmappedÊinÊorÊ
justÊwouldÊlikeÊaÊnewÊpaperÊweight,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊLizÊMiernickiÊatÊmiernic2@illinois.eduÊ
forÊfurtherÊinformaƟon.Ê 



TheÊ IllinoisÊSoilÊClassifiersÊAssociaƟonÊ isÊanÊorganizaƟonÊpromoƟngÊ theÊwiseÊuseÊofÊ
theÊ soilÊ resource.Ê ISCAÊ isÊmadeÊ upÊ ofÊ professionalÊ soilÊ classifiersÊ inÊ publicÊ service,Ê
privateÊ industry,Ê andÊ educaƟonÊ andÊ includesÊ studentsÊ andÊ othersÊ interestedÊ inÊ
preservingÊ soil.Ê AÊ soilÊ classifierÊmaps,Ê describesÊ andÊ interpretsÊ soilsÊ accordingÊ toÊ aÊ
naƟonalÊ systemÊofÊ soilÊ classificaƟon.Ê ISCAÊwasÊ establishedÊ inÊ 1975Ê andÊ isÊ affiliatedÊ
withÊtheÊAmericanÊRegistryÊofÊCerƟfiedÊProfessionalsÊinÊAgronomy,ÊCrops,ÊandÊSoils. 

 

 

www.illinoissoils.org 

Submissions 
ThisÊisÊYOURÊnewsleƩer.ÊÊ
IfÊyouÊwishÊtoÊsubmitÊ
material,ÊhereÊareÊsomeÊ
preferences. 
· SendÊinformaƟonÊbyÊ

theÊlastÊweekÊofÊtheÊ
monthÊbeforeÊtheÊ
newsleƩerÊisÊ
scheduledÊtoÊbeÊ
published. 

· DigitalÊcopyÊinÊ
MicrosoŌÊWord 

· UseÊasÊliƩleÊ
formaƫngÊ(indents,Ê
bullets,Êcharts)ÊasÊ
possible.ÊÊThisÊ
increasesÊtheÊworkÊtoÊ
getÊitÊintoÊPublisher.ÊÊ
ItÊcanÊbeÊdone,ÊbutÊ
increasesÊworkÊloadÊ
forÊtheÊcommiƩee. 

 
TheÊNewsleƩerÊ
CommiƩeeÊreservesÊtheÊ
rightÊtoÊmakeÊedits/
correcƟonsÊdeemedÊ
appropriate 

PublicaƟon Schedule  
· WinterÊ(February) 
· SpringÊ(May) 
· SummerÊ(August) 
· FallÊ(November) www.illinoissoils.org 

New,ÊexciƟngÊlinksÊhaveÊbeenÊaddedÊtoÊtheÊ“Announcements”ÊpageÊonÊ
ourÊwebsite.ÊÊBeÊsureÊtoÊbookmarkÊthisÊpage.ÊÊItÊisÊanÊexcellentÊresourceÊtoÊ
keepÊyouÊinformedÊonÊtheÊlatestÊsoilsÊissues. 
BeƩerÊyet…ÊmakeÊitÊyourÊhomeÊpage! 
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ISCA on Facebook and TwiƩer 
ForÊthoseÊofÊyouÊwhoÊwantÊtoÊkeepÊinÊtouchÊwithÊISCAÊmembersÊandÊothersÊinterestedÊ
inÊsoilsÊinÊIllinois,ÊjoinÊourÊgroupÊonÊFacebookÊorÊTwiƩer.ÊÊSearchÊFacebookÊforÊ“IllinoisÊ
SoilÊClassifiersÊAssociaƟon”ÊorÊTwiƩerÊforÊ@ISCA_Soil.ÊÊAnyoneÊmayÊpostÊmessages,Êan-
nouncements,ÊpicturesÊorÊeventsÊthatÊmayÊbeÊofÊinterestÊtoÊourÊmembership.ÊÊTheseÊ
areÊgreatÊplaƞormsÊforÊposƟngÊinformaƟonÊandÊmeeƟngsÊofÊotherÊassociaƟonsÊorÊor-
ganizaƟonsÊwhoÊuseÊsoilÊinformaƟon.ÊÊThisÊisÊalsoÊaÊgreatÊplaceÊtoÊpostÊpicturesÊofÊre-
centÊprojects,ÊinteresƟngÊsoils,ÊorÊmaybeÊsomethingÊunrelatedÊtoÊsoils,ÊbutÊofÊgeneralÊ
interestÊtoÊtheÊmembership.ÊÊIfÊyouÊdon’tÊhaveÊFacebookÊorÊTwiƩer,ÊitÊisÊeasyÊtoÊsetÊup.ÊÊ
JustÊgoÊtoÊwww.facebook.comÊorÊwww.twiƩer.comÊandÊfollowÊtheÊinstrucƟons.ÊÊUnfor-
tunately,ÊtheseÊsitesÊareÊrestrictedÊonÊsomeÊgovernmentÊcomputers,ÊsoÊmanyÊofÊyouÊ
willÊneedÊtoÊdoÊthisÊatÊhome.ÊÊContactÊwebmaster@illinoissoils.orgÊifÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊdiffi-
cultyÊorÊifÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊquesƟonsÊorÊcomments. 

ISCA NewsleƩer CommiƩee is looking for pictures 
of its members, past or present, to include in future 
newsleƩers!   
SubmissionsÊcanÊbeÊsentÊelectronicallyÊorÊhardÊcopyÊtoÊ
theÊstaffÊaddress,ÊseeÊaboveÊandÊleŌ.ÊÊPleaseÊincludeÊaÊ
narraƟveÊforÊtheÊcapƟon!ÊÊIfÊhardÊcopiesÊareÊsentÊpleaseÊ
indicate,ÊifÊtheyÊareÊtoÊbeÊreturnedÊotherwiseÊphoto-
graphsÊwillÊbeÊretainedÊinÊanÊarchiveÊphotosÊfile. 

ISCAÊNewsleƩerÊStaff 
 

AliciaÊMetzger,Ê
Chairperson 

 

 
Email:Ê 
NewsleƩer@illinoissoils.org 

https://illinoissoils.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Visit the ISCA website for access to all newsleƩers 

https://www.illinoissoils.org/member-resources/newsletter/ 
 

 

ChangeÊofÊAddressÊFormÊÊ 

 

  Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

  City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  E-Mail:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  *Mail to:  ScoƩ Wiesbrook, ISCA Secretary, 1816 S. Oak St., IL 61820  

 

ISCAÊNewsleƩer 
46W951ÊCountryÊLane 
MapleÊPark,ÊILÊ60151 

https://illinoissoils.org/member-resources/newsletter/

	Name: 
	Date of Birth: 
	3 Phone Number: 
	4 Email: 
	Street: 
	City: 
	ST: 
	Zip: 
	Name of current SchoolCollegeUniversity: 
	10 Name of Program: 
	12 How many credit hours are you currently enrolled in: 
	14 Expected Graduation Date MonthYear: 
	15 Cumulative GPA: 
	16 Have you taken an intro to soil science or equivalent course Please list course name and institution: 
	Yes5: Off
	No5: Off
	Yes6: Off
	No6: Off
	Yes11: Off
	No11: Off
	Freshman: Off
	Sophomore: Off
	Junior: Off
	Senior: Off
	Postgrad: Off


