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Newsletter 

Summer 2004

Message from the President
ISCA continues to be an active organization and there are plenty of ways where one can become involved and stay involved.  Here are some current needs and suggestions:

· ISCA is sponsoring an exhibit at the Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association Conservation Expo 2004.  Help is needed to set up and staff the exhibit.  See the article in this Newsletter.

· ISCA can provide volunteers to work in the Underground Adventure (a permanent soils exhibit at the Chicago Field Museum of Natural History) as the “Scientist at the Field”.  Why wait for the Smithsonian soils exhibit to be developed when we have an excellent exhibit in our own state!  Check out the ISCA web site for more information.

· If fund-raising is your strength, the special committee on the Smithsonian soils project could use your help to generate funds from corporate sponsors and individuals. 

· If you want to volunteer to help out a committee, please contact the chair of the committee and offer your assistance.  No one turns down free help, these days.

· If you are willing to serve as an officer or committee chair for 2005, contact Mark Stelford, Past President and chair of the Nominations Committee.  In particular, there will be a need for a new Newsletter Editor for 2005.  After several years of serving as the Newsletter Editor, Matt McCauley has decided not to continue after this year.  His efforts have been greatly appreciated.  The chair of the Newsletter Committee is one of the hardest to fill, so I’m sure Mark Stelford will appreciate any volunteers.

You will find more information about these activities in this Newsletter and on the ISCA web site.  Contact the appropriate member to offer your help.  If these opportunities don’t get you excited, there are other ways in which you could help.  If you would like more information or if you don’t know who to contact, I would gladly provide that information to you.

Regards,

Mark Bramstedt, President

mark.bramstedt@il.usda.gov
815-432-6639 x113 (work)

New Editor Needed
After 4 years as the ISCA Newsletter Editor, I have decided to let someone else have a chance at it.  I will continue to be the editor until Mark Bramstedt’s term is up at the next annual meeting.  

I have enjoyed being the ISCA Newsletter Editor over the last 4 years.  I appreciate all the help I have been given from fellow members and especially the past Presidents.  

Please contact Mark Stelford, if you are interested in becoming the new editor.  
	Inside This Issue

	Ethical Conduct Reminder
Final Loading Rate Chart
ILICA Conservation Expo
Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
Hydric Soils Research

Nomenclature Changes for Altered Soils

Council Meeting Minutes

Giddings Probe Auction

National Soil Judging Contest
ISCA Fall Tour



Reminder of Ethical Conduct for Members
The ISCA Ethics, Certification, and Membership Committee was directed by the ISCA president at the 2004 Annual Meeting to review, clarify, and advise the Executive Council regarding a non-specific potential conflict of interest and violation of the ISCA Code of Ethics under the following circumstances:  when USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service employees, who are also ISCA Certified Soil Classifiers, engage in private consulting.  The concern is that NRCS employees, who also work as an ISCA private consultant when off-duty, may use his/her official government position to further his/her private consulting business or to arbitrate his/her own personal advantage against an ISCA private consultant.  The Committee has reviewed the situation and has determined that:

1.) Federal employees have the right and authority to seek outside employment and to serve as a private consultant.

2.) Employees of the U.S. government are held to very high standards of ethical conduct and are governed by many rules and regulations (5 CFR Part 2635, Subpart H).

3.) ISCA members have agreed to abide by the Code of Ethics of the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association.

4.) The ISCA Code of Ethics and the ethical standards addressed in the Congressional Federal Registrar already address any instances of a conflict of interest and of using government employment to an employee’s personal advantage.

Therefore, the Committee recommended to the Executive Council (1) that any specific case of a potential violation of the Code be brought discreetly to the Committee and the Executive Council, as mentioned in the ISCA Constitution and By-Laws, and that (2) any referrals of potential violation be handled on an individual basis as stated in the ISCA Code of Ethics, Article V, paragraph 3.  Furthermore (3) no action by the Executive Council is necessary since the ISCA Code of Ethics and the ethics laws for federal employees already exist to cover these situations.  The Executive Council agreed with the Committee’s recommendations and also decided to publish the ISCA Code of Ethics on an annual basis as a reminder to all members.

CODE OF ETHICS

OF THE

ILLINOIS SOIL CLASSIFIERS ASSOCIATION

_________________________________________________________
AUGUST 1, 1975

REVISED MARCH 19, 1988

ARTICLE I.  GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. The privilege of professional practice imposes obligations of morality and responsibility as well as professional knowledge.

2. Each Member or Associate member (hereafter called Member) agrees to be guided by the highest standards of business ethics, personal honor, and professional conduct.

3. A Member shall not perform beyond the scope of his/her education and experience.

ARTICLE II.  RELATION OF MEMBER TO THE PUBLIC

1. A Member shall avoid and discourage sensational, exaggerated, and unwarranted statements that might induce participation in unsound enterprises.

2. A Member shall not knowingly permit the publication of his/her reports or other documents for any unsound or illegitimate undertaking.

3. A Member shall not give professional opinion or make a recommendation without being as thoroughly informed as might reasonably be expected considering the purpose for which the opinion or recommendation is desired; and the degree of completeness of information upon which it is based should be made clear.

4. A Member may publish dignified business, professional or announcement cards, but shall not advertise his/her work in a self-laudatory exaggerated, or unduly conspicuous manner.

5. A Member shall not issue a false statement or false information even though directed to do so by employer or client.

ARTICLE III.  RELATION OF MEMBER TO EMPLOYER AND CLIENT

1. A Member shall protect, to the fullest extent possible, the interest of his/her employer or client insofar as such interest is consistent with the public welfare and his/her professional obligations and ethics.

2. A Member who finds that his/her obligations to an employer or client conflict with his/her professional obligation or ethics should have such objectionable conditions corrected or resign.

3. A Member shall not use, directly or indirectly, any employer's or client's information in any way which would violate the confidence of the employer or client.

4. A Member retained by one client shall not accept, without client's written consent, an engagement by another if the interests of the two are in any manner conflicting.

5. A Member who has made an investigation for any employer or client shall not seek to profit economically from the information gained, unless written permission to do so is granted, or until it is clear that there can no longer be a conflict of interest with the original employer or client.

6. A Member shall not divulge information given to him in confidence.

7. A Member shall engage, or shall advise his/her employer or client to engage, and cooperate with, other experts and specialists whenever the employer's or client's interests would be best served by such service.

8. A Member shall not accept a concealed fee for referring a client or employer to a specialist or for recommending professional service other than his/her own.

ARTICLE IV.  RELATION OF MEMBERS TO EACH OTHER

1. A Member shall not falsely or maliciously attempt to injure the reputation or business of another.

2. A Member shall freely give credit for work done by others to whom the credit is due and shall refrain from plagiarism in oral and written communications, and not knowingly accept credit rightfully due another person.

3. A Member shall not use the advantages of salaried employment to compete unfairly with another member of his/her profession.

4. A Member shall endeavor to cooperate with others in the profession and encourage the ethical dissemination of technical knowledge.

5. A Member having knowledge of unethical practices of another Member shall avoid association with that Member in professional work.

ARTICLE V.  DUTY OF THE MEMBERSHIP

1. Every Member shall aid in the preventing the election to membership of those who lack moral character, who have not followed these standards of ethics, or who do not have the required education and experience.

2. It shall be the duty and professional responsibility of every Member not only to uphold these standards of ethics by precept and example but also, where necessary, to encourage, by counsel and advice, to other Members their adherence to such standards.

3. It shall be the obligation of any Member having positive knowledge of deviation from these standards on the part of another to bring such deviation to the attention of the Council so that the necessary steps can be taken for correction or elimination of these unethical practices.

4. By applying for or continuing as a Member, every Member agrees to uphold the ethical standards set out in this Code of Ethics.

Final Version!
KEY FOR DETERMINING SEWAGE SUBSURFACE LOADING RATES (g/d/sq. ft.) FOR ILLINOIS SOILS 
Proposed changes to the text of the State of Illinois Private Sewage Disposal Code:

Section  905.55  Subsurface Seepage System Design Requirements.

a) Soil Investigation.

2) The following persons are qualified…..

C) Delete paragraph regarding local health department employees.

D) Delete paragraph regarding local health department employees.

3)   Delete sentence and replace with:  “If conflicting soils investigation    information is provided about a given site, a NRCS soil scientist that is a Certified Professional Soil Classifier may be requested to provide an additional opinion.” 

Section 905.60 Subsurface Seepage System Construction Requirements.

a)  Seepage Field Requirements.

1)
Delete the second sentence:  “The least permeable soil profile between the top of the top of the gravel, gravelless pipe, or chamber systems to a depth of 1 foot below the bottom of the trench shall be used to determine the size of the subsurface seepage system.”

8)A) Delete the paragraph and insert the following.

“The least permeable soil profile layer between the top of the gravel, gravelless pipe or chamber systems to a depth of 1 foot below the bottom of the seepage trench shall be used to determine the size of the subsurface system. For mound or at-grade systems, the upper two feet of the soil shall be used to determine system size.”
Smithsonian Soils Exhibit News

By Bill Kreznor, Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Committee

The soils science community, lead by ISCA, has taken up the task to raise $10,000 in order to sponsor the Illinois State Soil Monolith.  Drummer silty clay loam will join soil monoliths representing the other states and territories in the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History in Washington, DC.  This $3 million exhibit, situated near the Hope Diamond, will have 6 to 9 million visitors each year.  Related web activities and publications will reach millions more.

What an outstanding opportunity to educate the public in the vital role of soil in the life and welfare of earth and its inhabitants!

Now, consider a second opportunity available to each of us as practitioners in our chosen field of study – giving back something to our profession.

Our 26th President, Teddy Roosevelt (no small environmental champion), stated “Every man owes a part of his time and money to the business and industry in which he is engaged.  No man has a moral right to withhold his support from an organization that is striving to improve conditions within his sphere.”

A host of professional activities engage our time.  Many of us volunteer with 4-H groups, plan and conduct workshops and field tours, serve on local planning commissions and advisory boards, hold office in professional societies, and help educate primary and secondary students.

Have you considered a financial pledge to a project that will serve the objectives of our Association in a substantial way?  The ISCA, through the ad hoc Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Committee, asks each of its members to consider making a financial commitment toward this effort.

This Committee will be contacting potential corporate and not-for-profit sponsors, and individuals in related professions.  However, ISCA and its individual members must lead in this effort.  We must commit a part of the resources at our disposal, intellectual and monetary, to give back to our profession.

You are encouraged to learn more about the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit by visiting www.soils.org/smithsonian where you will find conceptual drawings, exhibit plans, and related information.  You will also find a donation form in PDF format.  Donations and pledges should be sent to the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) in Madison, WI.  SSSA will track donations by state on this web site.

As of July 8, Illinois is already “on the board” with $50 in donations.    That puts us ahead of Alaska, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, North Dakota, Utah, and Washington, among others.  We are woefully behind California, Delaware, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Texas, and Virginia.  Individual or corporate gifts of $1000 or more will earn special recognition.  We have only $9,950 to go!  

Please don’t hesitate to contact any member of the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Committee if you have any questions or fund raising ideas.  Committee members are Mike Konen, Bill Kreznor, Bob McLeese, and Dave Rahe.

ILICA Conservation Expo 2004


Where
Robert &Richard Lasser Farms


McLean County · Anchor, IL

When
August 24 -26, 2004


Tuesday &Thursday 9:00 AM -4 PM


Wednesday 9:00 AM -7 PM

What
•Free Admission


•Food


•Tours


•Exhibits


•Working Demonstrations


ISCA Members:  You can help by volunteering to set up on August 23, 9:30-3:00 and by volunteering to staff the exhibit during the Expo.  Contact Mark Bramstedt 815-432-6639 x113 or mark.bramstedt@il.usda.gov to volunteer.

For further information about the Expo, call

– McLean County Soil &Water Conservation District 309.452.0830 ext.3

– Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association 815.684.5717

– University of Illinois Extension 309.694.7501.

Practices at the Expo and Schedule of Activities

Grassed Waterways

Shallow Water Areas for Wildlife

Water &Sediment Control Basins (Dry Dams)

Pond

Filter Strips

Wildlife Habitat

Field Windbreak

Pattern Tile System

Soil Pit Display

Subsurface Field Drainage

Water Control Structure

Tuesday, August 24

9:00 AM -Noon …Tours

11:00 AM …Soil Analysis

1:00 PM -4:00 PM …Tours

Wednesday, August 25

9:00 AM -Noon …Tours

11:00 AM …Soil Analysis

1:00 PM -7:00 PM …Tours

Thursday, August 26

9:00 AM -Noon …Tours

11:00 AM …Soil Analysis

1:00 PM -4:00 PM …Tours

Conservation Practices

Field Windbreak -Conifers and deciduous trees will be planted to provide habitat for wildlife, conserve energy, and to enhance the visual aesthetics of the farm.  This is enrolled into the Conservation Reserve Program.

Filter Strips -Strips of permanent vegetative cover will improve water quality by filtering water runoff and removing contaminants.  Filter strips also provide wildlife habitat.  Filter strips are enrolled into the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.

Grassed Waterway -A parabolic shaped waterway is under construction to handle water runoff from natural concentrations.  The waterway is designed to be seeded with grasses and carry the water runoff at a non-erosive velocity to the pond.  Cost share is provided under the Conservation Reserve Program.

Pond -This pond will protect water quality by collecting and storing rainfall runoff.  In addition, it provides recreational and wildlife opportunities.

Shallow Water Area for Wildlife (Constructed Wetland)-This wetland is being installed in order to enhance wildlife habitat.  This practice is cost shared under the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.

Water &Sediment Control Basin (Dry Dam) These embankments are built across areas of concentrated flow to temporarily store runoff water.  The water is then conveyed off site by an underground tile system.  The practice is designed to handle a 10-year storm for the watershed above it.  It traps sediment and controls gully erosion.  This practice is cost shared under the Conservation Practices Program.

Displays and Demonstrations

Soil Pit Display

This site features soils as a medium for on-site disposal, earthen fills, and building site development.  There will also be descriptions of soils and geology.  A demonstration of an on-site soils evaluation for private sewage disposal will be held at 11:00 am each day.

Pipeline Safety

A demonstration and discussion of safety procedures when excavating in the vicinity of buried utilities.

Septic Suitability Analysis

At this site, an analysis will be conducted to determine subsurface loading rates based on soil properties such as texture and structure.

Septic Tank Installation

A demonstration of how to install a septic tank will be conducted and explained on-site.

Cooperators
Robert &Richard Lasser

Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association

McLean County Soil &Water Conservation District

Illinois Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Farm Service Agency

University of Illinois Extension

Illinois Soil Classifiers Association

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

McLean County Farm Bureau

The Nature Conservancy

Using magnetic susceptibility to facilitate more rapid, reproducible, and precise delineation of hydric soils in the midwestern USA 

David A. Grimleya, Nancy K. Arrudaa and Mark W. Bramstedtb 

a Department of Natural Resources, Illinois State Geological Survey, 615 East Peabody Drive, Champaign, IL 61820, USA
b Natural Resources Conservation Service, 1001 East Grant Street, Suite A, Watseka, IL 60970, USA 


This article is being readied for press in CATENA, an interdisciplinary journal of soil science, hydrology, and geomorphology focusing on geo-ecology and landscape evolution.  The complete article may be accessed at:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/  Enter “hydric soils” in the quick search.  Several ISCA members have participated in this study.

Abstract

Standard field indicators, currently used for hydric soil delineations [USDA-NRCS, 1998. Field indicators of hydric soils in the United States, Version 4.0. In: G.W. Hurt et al. (Ed.), United States Department of Agriculture-NRCS, Fort Worth, TX], are useful, but in some cases, they can be subjective, difficult to recognize, or time consuming to assess. Magnetic susceptibility (MS) measurements, acquired rapidly in the field with a portable meter, have great potential to help soil scientists delineate and map areas of hydric soils more precisely and objectively. At five sites in Illinois (from 5 to 15 ha in area) with contrasting soil types and glacial histories, the MS values of surface soils were measured along transects, and afterwards mapped and contoured. The MS values were found to be consistently higher in well-drained soils and lower in hydric soils, reflecting anaerobic deterioration of both detrital magnetite and soil-formed ferrimagnetics. At each site, volumetric MS values were statistically compared to field indicators to determine a critical MS value for hydric soil delineation. Such critical values range between 22×10−5 and 33×10−5 SI in silty loessal or alluvial soils in Illinois, but are as high as 61×10−5 SI at a site with fine sandy soil. A higher magnetite content and slower dissolution rate in sandy soils may explain the difference. Among sites with silty parent material, the lowest critical value (22×10−5 SI) occurs in soil with low pH (4.5–5.5) since acidic conditions are less favorable to ferrimagnetic mineral neoformation and enhance magnetite dissolution. Because of their sensitivity to parent material properties and soil pH, critical MS values must be determined on a site specific basis. 

The MS of studied soil samples (0–5 cm depth) is mainly controlled by neoformed ultrafine ferrimagnetics and detrital magnetite concentrations, with a minor contribution from anthropogenic fly ash. Neoformed ferrimagnetics are present in all samples but, based on high [image: image1.png]


FD% (~5% to 10%), are most prevalent in high pH Mollisols of northeastern Illinois. Scanning electron microscope images display significantly more detrital magnetite alteration in hydric soils, substantiating that reductive dissolution of magnetite (aided by microorganisms) is a primary cause for lower MS. Fly ash comprises 8–50% of the >5 [image: image2.png]


m strongly magnetic particles and typically accounts for 5–15% of the total MS signal. The proportion of fly ash in >5 [image: image3.png]


m strongly magnetic fractions is greater in hydric soils because of lower natural magnetite contents, possibly combined with historical topsoil accumulation in lower landscapes. Magnetic fly ash particles are also more altered in low MS soils, implying that significant magnetite dissolution can occur in less than 150 years. 

Article Outline

1. Introduction 

2. Background: magnetic susceptibility of soils 

2.1. Lithogenic factors 

2.2. Pedogenic factors 

2.3. Anthropogenic factors 

3. Methods 

3.1. Site selection 

3.2. Field 

3.3. GIS and statistics 

3.4. Laboratory analyses 

3.5. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) 

3.6. Contributions to MS calculations 

4. Field results 

4.1. Meadowbrook Park 

4.2. Aurora West 

4.3. Spunky Bottoms 

4.4. Sand Road 

4.5. Pennant Bar 

5. Laboratory results 

5.1. Particle size analyses 

5.2. Frequency-dependent magnetic susceptibility 


5.3. Characteristics of strongly magnetic particle (>8 m fraction)
 

5.4. Detrital magnetite alteration 

5.5. Fly ash alteration 

6. Discussion 

6.1. Field 

6.2. Laboratory 

7. Conclusions 
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Proposed Nomenclature Changes for Human-affected Soils

The International Committee on Anthropogenic Soils (ICOMANTH) is proposing changes to the nomenclature that is used for describing human-affected soils.  Circular Letter #5 of ICOMANTH may be accessed at http://clic.cses.vt.edu/icomanth/.

Some of the key items in the circular include:


Definitions for proposed new terms:



Human Transported Material



Artifacts



Texture terms, including urbic, discrete artifacts, and particulate artifacts



Several terms to be used in lieu of texture


Modification of the definition of fragments


Additions to horizon nomenclature to include:



Master horizon M



Subscript u



And use of prefix symbol ‘

John Galbraith, ICOMANTH Chair, has requested comments to the proposals by September 1.  His contact information is:

Dr. John Galbraith

Chair, ICOMANTH

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

239 Smyth Hall (0404)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

e-mail:  Ttcf@vt.edu

ILLINOIS SOIL CLASSIFIERS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

ISCA COUNCIL MEETING

May 21, 2004

NRCS State Office, Champaign, ILLINOIS

Present:

Mark Bramstedt, President

Mark Stelford, Past President

Bill Kreznor, Vice President

Bruce Putman, President Elect 

Chuck Frazee, Treasurer 

Chris Cochran, Secretary

Ken Gotsch, Chair of Ethics, Certification, and Membership Committee 

John Doll, Chair of the Certification Board

Jim Hornickel, Program Chair

Bob McLeese, guest

The Council Meeting was called to order by President Mark Bramstedt at 10:00 AM.

The minutes of the March 6, 2004 meeting held in Rend Lake were unanimously approved.

Secretary’s Report – No report.  Jennifer Wollenweber, Christi Sabdo, and Jim Cummins were issued membership certificates. 

Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Frazee.  The ending balance as of May, 20, 2004 was $12,181.68.  Income for the period March 5, 2004 to May 20, 2004 was $2,143.90.  Expenses for the same period were $2,248.68.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.

Certification Board – No report
 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Constitution, By-Laws & Legislative – Jaimee Hammit chair, Jeff Deniger and Dale Calsyn members.  Four tasks 1) Update handbook; 2) Evaluate definition of “experience”; 3) Evaluate definition of “out-of-state” member; 4) Create .PDF version of application for website.

Ethics, Certification & Membership – Ken Gotsch stated we have 6 applicants for membership.  John Tandarich-Full; Frank Heisner-Full; Jennifer Wollenweber-Student; Brad Cate-Full; Brad Boggess-Associate; Heidi Peterson-Out-of-State. Sam Werner requested a change to “Out-of-State” membership. Ken will look into the definition of “Out-of-State” member for purposes of membership. Will make a proposal at a future meeting. A nominal fee of reinstatement will be assessed to John Tandarich if he requires a new membership certificate to cover postage and handling.

Finance – No report. 

Nominations – No report

Public Relations and Education – Mark Stelford had tour evaluation forms from workshop. Gave to Mark Bramstedt. Workshop was well received.

Program Committee – Jim Hornickel; 2004 Fall Tour will be held in the Illinois River Valley within the Spring Bay quadrangle. Tour will be September 10, 2004. Box lunch will be provided by ISCA for ISCA members and tour leader, all others @$5-10 to cover lunch and handouts. Jim will check it out. Meet at Eureka Field Office at 10am. Andy Stumpf, ISGS, will lead tour. ISCA will cover tour leader’s expenses, if any.

Historian – No report. A list of last year’s officers was sent to Roger.

Technical Criteria – Bruce Putman criteria will be published in Newsletter.

State Advisory Commission on Private Sewage Disposal – No report

Smithsonian Project -- Each state has been requested to raise $10,000 for the display. Exhibit is located near the “Hope” diamond. Expect 6-10 million visitors/year. We have a 3-year window to raise the money. Donations are tax deductible. $1000 donation will get an engraving on display. ISCA is encouraged to raise at least $1000 for the exhibit. A motion to set aside $200 for soliciting purposes was made and approved.  

USCSSA Teleconference -- 

OLD BUSINESS

2004 National Collegiate Soil Judging Contest – Mark Bramstedt.  Contest was held April 22-23, 2004 at Lexington, IL.  ISCA hats were given to the winners. Results on Web page.

Constitution/Certification -- John Doll suggested that “Year of Experience” examples be given for Certification. Not an all inclusive list.

Revision of Applications – Date of birth not needed. Committee needs to make recommendation

Web Fee – Motion made and approved to delete annual renewal fee for members effective 2005. Fee is changed to a one time charge of $10 for new listings. 

2005 Annual Meeting – To be held in Central Illinois

Ethics Issue regarding NRCS/ISCA members – Issue raised by Doug Gaines at Spring Meeting. Membership committee looked into it. Rules are currently on the books for NRCS and ISCA to handle most situations. Decision was to publish on an annual basis in the Newsletter ISCA Code of Ethics statement/reminders. 

NEW BUSINESS

Giddings Probe Auction – Probe to be auctioned. Look into best way to auction it. EBay was suggested as possible method. New, this probe sells for $16,000. Minimum bid was discussed. Cochran will look into eBay. Motion made and approved to donate proceeds to Smithsonian Project minus expenses. 

Burt Ray Award – Requirements for award are outdated. A proposal to change the requirement for the award to simply state that the recipient “...is an individual from an Illinois Collegiate Institution who has attained the highest score in the Region 3 Soil Judging Contest.” Motion so made and approved.

NRCS Interns – 35 interns; 5 are soil scientists. Motion for ISCA to provide $60 to provide refreshments at an Intern Training Session was made and approved. ISCA would get recognition.

New Members – New members identified above were unanimously approved for membership.

LICA Show – August 24-26, 2004


The motion was made to adjourn the meeting which was unanimously approved.

The next meeting will be held on July, 23rd, 2004 (10 am?) at NRCS State Office, Champaign, IL

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Chris Cochran, Secretary

AUCTION!
Giddings Trailer-Mounted Soil Sampling, Coring and Drilling Rig
Being sold by:  Illinois Soil Classifiers Association
AUCTION INFORMATION

When:   September 14-18 
Where:  eBay On-line Marketing at http://www.ebay.com 
GENERAL RIG INFORMATION


Manufacture Date:  3/81


Model:  #15 – SCT GSRP-ST


Serial Number:  963


Wisconsin Engine, Model TJD Spec# 319984



Bore & Stroke – 3 ¼” x 3.0”



# of Cyl – 2



Horsepower – 18.2 @ 3600 rpm
INCLUDED EQUIPMENT


(2) 6 foot Kelly bars


(1) 4 foot Kelly bar


(2) Anchor augers, but NO CHAINS


(1) Foot piece to hold bar from sliding down


Rotating cleaning brush in working condition – brush is rusty


Extra hydraulic pump belt

ATTRIBUTES


Swinging mast – auger platform pivots to allow multiple cores from same location


Rotating auger head


Lights on trailer


Ball hitch (2.5") with safety chains


NO spare tire


3.9 hours (Yep, that's right!) on gauge.  Take it for what it is worth!


NEW battery.  (Summer 2003)


Basic engine tune-up in July 2003 at Heaths in Monticello, Illinois
TRAILER

Trailer is about 12 feet long from tip of ball hitch to end of auger in "down" position

Rectangular trailer dimensions are roughly 4 feet wide by 6 feet long.  When the wheels are counted, then trailer is approximately 6' by 6'.
OTHER

Probe was last started on July 19, 2004 and ran okay.  NRCS used it in late May or early June to pull a core with 2" tube.  Worked okay.  We bored to about 5 to 6 feet in all loess.

Complete unit can be removed from the trailer and mounted in the bed of a standard pickup truck.
ISCA received the unit as a gift from NRCS through the University of Illinois South Farm when they were losing storage place for it.  It had been housed inside a crib.

Can possibly be converted to a log splitter.

The unit is available for viewing at:

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

2118 W. Park Ct.

Champaign, Illinois 61821

Call Roger Windhorn 217-353-6634 if you need specific information about the rig that is not mentioned here.

For information about how to bid and buy on E-Bay, go to http://www.ebay.com .  Click on “Learn about eBay” and “How to Bid and Buy”

All proceeds will go towards the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association contributions to the Soils exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History.

University of Wisconsin at Platteville Wins 44th Collegiate National Soil Judging Contest Hosted by Illinois State University

The 44th National Collegiate Soil Judging Contest was hosted by Illinois State University, April 22-23, 2004.  Twenty universities and 112 undergraduate students participated in this event.  Pre-contest activities included 20 judged practice pits, a cookout dinner, a lecture by Bob McLeese entitled “The Soils of Illinois”, a coaches meeting, and a casino night social activity. During the coaches meeting, Dr. Roger Higgs of the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and Dr. B.L. Allen of Texas Tech University were recognized for their lifelong dedication and contributions to collegiate soil judging.


Several members of ISCA were involved with the contest.  Roger Windhorn served as the “Official Judge” for the contest, but he had help.  Ken Gotsch and Mark Bramstedt assisted Roger with judging fifteen practice pits and five contest pits, and Bill Teater and Jim Hornickel judged five practice pits located in Tazwell County.  Assisting with grading the scorecards during the contest were Mark Bramstedt, Ken Gotsch, Jim Hornickel, Tessa Chadwick, Larry Gramm, Tom D’Avello, Wiley Scott, Brad Boggess, and Bob, McLeese.  Dr. Chuck Rhykerd, Professor Emeritus from Purdue University also assisted with the grading. Dr. Rob Rhykerd was the official host from Illinois State University.  

The contest was held at two sites in McLean County just south of Lexington on land owned by Gary Dameron and Jim Killian.  The contest was divided into two competitions.  On April 22, teams designated 4 students to individually judge each of three soils.  The three best scores at each site determined an overall team score from the individual portion of the contest.  On April 23, two soils were judged in a team contest with all participants from a school collectively describing each soil.  Results of the team judged pits were added to the individual scores to determine the high-overall ranking of the participants.

The top five individuals were:

1. Josh Kamps, University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. Dennis Vollmer, University of Wisconsin-Platteville

3. Bryan Strong, University of Maryland

4. Bryan Ford, The Ohio State University

5. Jake Engelke, University of Wisconsin-Platteville

The top five teams from the “team pits” were:

1. Texas A&M University

2. University of Missouri

3. Virginia Tech University

4. The Ohio State University

5. University of Georgia

The top five teams combining individual and team pits were:

1. University of Wisconsin-Platteville

2. The Ohio State University

3. University of Georgia

4. University of Maryland

5. Texas A&M University

The 45th National Collegiate Soil Judging Contest will be held at Auburn University in 2005.
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First Place Team from 2004 Soil Judging Contest.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2004 ISCA Fall Tour

Andy Stumpf, a geologist on staff with the Illinois State Geological Survey, has agreed to lead a geomorphic tour of the Illinois River Valley near Peoria. The tour will concentrate on a just completed soils-parent material mapping project of the Spring Bay quadrangle. Pius Weibel, a geologist with ISGS, and Steve Elmer, a NRCS soil scientist, were also part of the project team and will assist Andy in the tour.

The tour will feature various exposures of sandy terraces, steep side slopes and uplands along the Illinois River.

The tour is scheduled for Friday, September 10th and will start at the Eureka Field Office. The field office located 937 W. Center (old U.S. Rt.24).

Registration is from 9:00 to 9:45 am with bagels and drinks. 

A preview of the tour is planned between 9:45 and 10:00 am

The tour begins at 10 am with a stop for lunch at Forest Park Nature Area
Lunch will be catered by Sander’s Catering, Bartonville, IL. The meal includes either Italian Beef or BBQ Pork on a bun, potato salad, 7-layered lettuce salad, apple or cherry pie, ice tea or lemonade. 

The tour will end about 3:00 pm back at the Eureka Field Office.
Because we will be using very busy highways for part of the tour, I have decided to limit the number of vehicles on the tour. Three vans have been reserved for the tour.  If you need to drive your personal vehicle on the tour for some reason, you will need to talk to me first.
The tour will go on rain or shine. So bring raincoat just in case. And don’t forget the bug repellent.

Parking space is limited at the field office. If you are planning on attending, try to pool together with others in your area that would be coming.

Everything is free to ISCA members. For guests and non-members the cost is $10.
Motels:  There are no motels in Eureka. Below are a few motels located surrounding towns.

Bloomington: Country Inn and Suites (ph. 309-828-7177)

                        Best Inns Suites (ph. 309-827-5333)

                        Hampton Inn (West) (ph. 309-829-3700)

East Peoria: Hampton Inn (ph. 309-694-0711)

                        East Peoria Super 8 (ph. 309-698-8889)

Morton: Comfort Inn (ph. 309-266-8888)

                        Holiday Inn Express (ph. 866-270-5110)
For more information, Contact Jim Hornickel, ISCA Program Chair

                                                   Ph.309-862-0007

_________________________________________________________________

ISCA Fall Tour Reservation
Friday, September 10, 2004

ISCA Member Name: _____________________________

  (No charge for ISCA members, but please send this form in so I can get an accurate head count for lunch)

Number of guests or non-members______________

   ($10 fee for each guest and non-member)

RSVP no later than September 1, 2004

Enclosed is my check for $________

(Make check out to Illinois Soil Classifiers Association)

Mail to: Jim Hornickel, ISCA Program Chair

              104 Cornell Dr.

               Normal, Illinois 61761
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